



— 


lex. 
COSts 
d ta. 

250 
5 re. 
‘and 


roy- 
meéa- 
ght 


jared 
iddj- 
thed 
With 
from 


the 


idie; 
- the 
ene- 


39 
nted 
Cars 
480 
the: 
t be 


ably 


» the 
> Jue 


the 


pur- 
lild- 
208e 
rs to 
and 
ates 
eras 


ther 
ston 


ons 
nts. 
101 


erie 
and 


ful! 











= 





NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 


——~ 





Turrp sERIES. No. 21—Vot. II.] 


BALTIMORE, JULY 24, 1824. 


[Vo.. XXVI. Wrote no. 671 











-_—_—_- ee s 


_— —EE 


THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 














EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








— 


3. With the papers now commenced, and which 
will be concluded in the first pages of the subsequent 
number, that the whole may be in a body when the 
yolume is bound, (the British counter projet being an- 
nexed), we Shall have given the seriesof articles re- 
lative to the late convention for the suppression of the 
slave trade that we designed, to place the subject be- 
fore our readers as it is. Mr. Clay’s speech on the 
tariff question shall next be taken up—and the publi- 
cation of Mr. Webster’s on the opposite side, will 





This surely is agrand discovery, and well merits the 
patronage of government. Mr. Brodie is foreman of 
the carpenters’ department in the navy yard at Nor 
folk. 

Ba.timorE. Though our city has been much de- 
pressed, it is gradually rising, and the business now 
transacted may be regarded, as a safe and steady one; 
confidence is greatly restored, and, if we profit by wo- 
ful experience as we ought, there is no doubt that, 
though we may not do as much business as we have 

















follow itas soon as convenient. 





3C PERSONAL MATTERS. It is now nearly thir- 
teen years since I commenced the publication of the 





“Register” and, during the whole of that period, Ine-| Imports. _ 1821. 1822. 1823. 
ver nave been, on any account, more than ten days| Philadelphia 8,153,922 11,874,170 13,696,770 
absent from the office at one time, and every number | Baltimore 4,070,842 4,792,486 4,746,179 
issued Was more or less under my own immediate | Virginia 1,678,496 $64,162 681,810 
management—but now it is probable that, forafew| __ Domestic exports. 

weeks, the making up of this paper must depend on | Philadelphia 2,832,837 $,575,147 3,189,909 
my son, to whom it is confided—as it is my intention | Baltimore 2,714,850 3,496,993 4,173,112 
to make arapid tour through a small part of Pennsyl- | Virginia 3,026,170 3,209,852 4,000,914 
vania, New Jersey and New York, and perhaps visit Total exports, foreign and domestic. 
Connecticut, for the important purpose of collecting | Philadelphia 7,391,767 9,047,802 9,617,192 
the sums of money due me, and of receiving new | Baltimore 3,850,394 4,586,796 6,030,225 
subscriptions, if offered*—and also, of making such ar- | Virginia 3,079,214 3,217,389 4,004,785 


rangements as I may, for the purpose of disposing of | 
the complete sets of this work, according to the terms | 
made known in the prospectus that accompanies the | 
present sheet; to all which the attention of friends | 
and customers is respectfully invited. It will be con- | 
sidered as an act of much kindness, if gentlemen in- | 
debted would deposite in the hands of the agents, at | 
different places, the amount of their arrearages, inas- 
much as it will bring about a great saving of labor and 
time, and prevent the inconvenience of personal ap- 
plications. 

But while absent, the mind will not be drawn away 
from matters at home—and as pleasure, or even re-} 
laxation, has no part in the journey, every effort will 
be made to render the time spent in it subservient to 
the improvement of this publication, so long and so| 
extensively honored with public favor; and the busi- | 

| 





ness at the office will be attended to as usual. 


4 





Repair or snips. The Delaware 74, when launch- | 


ed, received so much injury in her bottom as to tear | Corporations are cold, calculating, selfish, soul-less— 
of three or four feet of her copper very low down: the| and devoted to the acquisition of power to support 


vorm lately penetrated the wood and caused her| power; machines of personal aggrandizement, to ex- 


‘o leak considerably, and, after various trials, it was 
believed that she could not be rendered tight without 
deing hove down, an operation that would have cost 
25 or 30,000 dollars. 


3ut Mr. Brodie, of Norfolk, where the ship now is, 
as invented a machine, to be fitted to the side of a 
ship, by which persons may descend to the keel itself, 
ind have light and room sufficient to repair her bot- 
tom. Itconsists of a box, shaped to the mould of the 
vessel, sunk along side, and brought close to. the ship 
vy ropes, when the water is pumped out, and the work- 
men descend. The injured plank in the Delaware has 
thus been removed, and the editor of the ‘“[erald” 
‘ays, in his paper of the 19th inst. that ‘at the mo- 
ment I am writing, they are bolting the new plank, 
nearly eighteen feet under water, in complete  ccu- 
rity.” 


- —_— 





*As Franklin said— 

“He that by the plough would thrive, 
: Himself must either hold or drive.” 
You. XXVi———23. 


done, we shall do a betier one. 


rative view of the commerce of Philadelphia, Baltt- 
more and Virgivia, for the years 1$21, 1822 and 1823. 


‘greater than from Baltimore. 


‘the most formidable thing that ever existed in this 











































A writer in our papers gives the following compa- 


The exports of domestic produce, for all the ports of 
Massachusetts, is given as follows—in 1821, 3,638,597 
dollars; 1822, 4,017,799; 1823, 3,944,985; total in the 
three years 11,593,379—from Baltimore, in the same ; 
years, 10,384,755; in favor of Massachusetts against 
Baltimore $1,198,424. But the value of the foreign 
articles exported from Massachusetts was much 





UnsuitaBL_e. The corner stone of a house to be 
built at Boston for the accommodation of the office 
of the bank of the United States was laid, with much 
ceremony, on the 5th inst. as in commemoration of 
the anniversary of American independence. 1 would 
that this proceeding had taken place on any other 
day, and many might have been selected more suitable 
for the purpose; because I believe that this institution 
is, in its very nature, opposed to liberal principles, and 


country to destroy the independence of the people. 


| alt the few and depress the many; ladders by which 
_the proud and the ambitious mount in air to look down 
on the busy, bustlingand productive multitude below; a 
sort of high pressure engines, that sometimes push on-~ 
wards very rapidly for the benefit of owners, but now 
and then explode and mangle and kill innocent per- 
sons who confide in them. Corporations do not always 
run into despotism, nor are absolute kings always 
tyrants. They may be under the government of good 
men; but. their principle is that of a monopoly. I 
speak with particular reference to banking, or grants 
of power to individuals to issue ‘‘bills of credit,’ 
which have the stamp and eharacter of money. 

The bank of the United States and the fourth of 
July!—what an association! A nabob-power, operat- 
ing in secret, and almost irresponsible, put alongside 
of, or attached to, the glorious event that gave liberty 
to millions, and fixed a new era in the history of man! 
George Guelph and Grorce Wasnineron might as 
well be united in the seme toast, on the national arni- 
versary. 
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I well recollect the contemptuous sneers and lofty 
scorn that ] encountered some few years ago, when I 
hazarded so much to check the headlong ambition and 
inordinate Just for domination, that prevailed among 
some of the great managers of this mighty institution; 
but it is not worth while to make a narrative of the 
things that happened. The sneerers and the scorners 
could not withstand ‘paper shot’? and the freedom of 
the press, and they fell; and they would have dragged 
the institution itself along with them but for certain 
illegitimate support which it received, of which it is 
probable I shall have something to say hereafter.— 
There are many that will not be taught in any other 
school than that of adversity—who seem to have no 
other sense than that of feeling, produced by an ope- 
ration like braying one in a mortar, and this sense it 


was that probably preserved to the people of the Unit-— 


ed States, a considerabie degree of liberty in the se- 
lection of a chief magistrate, which, had the bank 
uninterruptedly prospered, would have departed from 
them, and their rights been vested in a caucus, acting 
under the joint direction of the treasury and the bank, 
no matter who the head of either might be—for they 
Will work together, until it is the interest of a foreign 
nation that the, should be in opposition. ‘Lead us 
not intotemptation.”» How many that feel power re- 
spect right? But the bank, humbled and trembling 
for its own existence, abandoned its high notions of 


political government, and, so far as Lam informed, has | 


Since been as modestly and moderately conducted as 


could have been expected—its mighty means to do | 


wrong do not appear to be exerted: but! apprehend 
that its evil principle is only reposing; and, as for ten 


years I jooked forward with joey to the expiration of | 


the charter of the oid bank, Istill hope to witness the 
natural decease of its successor, even though lishould 


depend upon the casting vote of a future George Clin- | 


fon, and its resuscitation be attempted by some future 
candidate for the presidency of the United Sates. It 


is a machine that cannot safely remain among a free | 


people. It may, at times, if it pleases, create a pres- 
sure that will be felt in every spot and corner of the 
republic, assess the value of every man’s field, and 
fix the price of every bushel of potatoes! By render- 
ing money “plenty” or “scarce,” as shall best suit the 
purposes of designing men, and so Jead or direct even 
the suffrages of the people, through the creation and 
support of partizans and dependents every where, 


furnished with the means of mischief, and charged | 


With the persecution and prescription of obstinate re- 
publiceas. 

These are ojd fashioned doctrines—even those of 
the “Vi ia school,” though my friend Mr. Ritchie, 
the eh: rink that school, does not find it con- 
venient (ust now say much about the bank, or the 
constitution, as affected by its establicnament. It is 
certain that the republicans went: to powerin 1801, 


With a fixed resolution to refuse a renewal of tlc | 


charter of the old bank. We believed that its institx- 
fion Was unconstitutional, and were entirely satisfied 
that its practice had been despotic and cruel—that it 
had been converted into a political engine to grind 
into pieces all that it could, who did not sendin their 
adiesion and mount the dlack cockade. And its spirit 
was infused into most of the minor money establish- 
ments, becanse they were, nearly all of them, more 
or less depen ent on the mercy of the mammoth— 
and, if | live for a thousand years, I shall not forget 
that was once broadly proposed to “turn down” 
every picce of paper that had my humble name upon it, 
because } was ‘tan enemy of the government,” and at 
a time whe: my note was just as good, at its maturity, 
a3 was anote of the bank of the United States. Puta 
majority of the directors of the bank alluded to, hap- 


ee 


others in the chief cities and towns of the Unites 
States, because so it was that their opinions on polit. 
cal subjects did not correspond with the orthodoxy o 
that day. 

Whathas been may be. Power always seeks power. 
and Jess and less regards right. I believe that if the o\¢ 
bank had been re-chartered,there would not have beep 
force enough left in the government to have declar-. 
ed war against Great Britain in 1812, however greg: 
the necessity of the measure should have appeai.¢ 
its directors might have said, we hold the purse str); . 
and they would have held them. It will not appew 
unreasonable to suppose this, when we remember {| 
mighty effects on the financial concerns of our coup. 
try, produced by the unorganized, and, consequent. 
ly, comparatively feeble efforts of a few monied me: 
at Boston and elsewhere, during the war. From firs 
to last, and in one way or another, the monied oppo. 
sition of those persons cost us at least a score of ni}: 
lions, and was the cause of many of the disasters tha: 
we met with, by the obstructions which they threw 
in the way of the business of the war. The old bank 
of the United States was essentially a British institu. ' 
tion, and its managers no belter men than those that } 
have specially alluded to—what then would have 
been the amount of their power. collected and orga- 
nized as it was,and extending fiom one part of the 
country to its opposite extremity? It might have 
_ prevented the negociation even of the first loan—i 
| would have forbidden it. It had the means of forbid- 
ding it, and we must entirely forget the spirit of the 
times, if we believe that it would not have exerted 
|them. Did not a priest, in a public pulpit at Boston, 
solemnly charge those who had loaned money to the 
) government of their country, pot to approach the 
| communion table, and thereby seal the condemnation 
| 
| 








of their own souls, because they had assisted their 
country, in its appeal to arms, for a redress of its 
Did not the governor of one of the 
| greaiest states in the union advise that we should 
| “seek protection under the British cannon,” rather 
| than quarrel with that “bulwark of our religion,’ 
“struggling to preserve the liberties of the world?” 
Did net the grave and reverend senate of the same 
state solemnly resolve, thatit was “unbecoming them 
as moral and religious people,” to rejoice in the vic- 
| tories of their countrymen? Yes—yes—yes. [low 
| then can we refuse to believe, that the old bank of the 
| United States, had it been resuscitated, would lave 
been lessdevoied to the cause of its owners than these 
American citizens were-to that of the enemy? Cer- 
tainly not. And my belief is—I feel as confident ot 
it as of any thing 1 do not absolutely know—that the 
present “national bank,’? however smooth and patri- 
| otic it may appear now, wil] be arrayed against the 
| people of the United States, when it shall be our mi: 
| fortune again to “seck our rights through blood} ai 
Slaughter,’ in another war with England—an even’ 
not to be desired by any, but which should be ealeu’ 
jon by all. A iarge part of the stock is already held 
in Great Britain, and ashilful management of it wou!d 
give the friends of that country an ascendancy at its 
board of directors—but even if it should cost three or 
four millions to gain it, in what way could the ene- 
my so economically disburse his money, that it migh' 
become a giant mischief, seated in the midst of us, 
acting in secretand irresponsible? Some may smile 
at these apprehensions and disregard them—man} 
did so when I spoke of the affairs of this bank a few 
years ago, and were ruined; but some did not, an¢ 
| profited by it. 

| Tam always fearful of the acquisition of power 
but especially when the thought of it is applied to 
the ‘“‘national bank;”’ a power that is so canil trans 


| erievances? 








Se 


pened to think that their only business was to inquire | ferred; and besides, 1 never yet supposed that li- 


whether the note was good, and it was ‘‘done’’—and | berty was most safe when to be affected by the acts 
30 1 escaped the persecution that fell so heavily onjof a few wealthy persons, being taught that riches 
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-row into luxury, and luxury into despotism. The 
sseople are the only safe depository of their own rights. Ir 
is IMPOSSIBLE THAT THEY SHOULD COMBINE TO INJURE 
cHEMSELVES. It is for these and a hundred other 
similar reasons, that I dislike an associaiion of the 
hank of the United States with the 4th of July 
There is one thing, however, for which the Boston 


—_—_— 


and William Shute, now of N. Y. and Edward Bur 
rows, of Pennsylvania. 

The society originally consisted of 101 revolution 
ary officers and five honorary members—and the pre+ 
ceding are all that is left of them: but there are ele- 
ven additional members living, who have become 
such in the right of their fathers and brothers. 





people deserve credit—a plate of silver, with a long 
museription, was deposited in the corner stone, and, 
ou oli it contained the names of many distinguished 
persons » posterity was left to find ott whether they 
jad be en “honorable” or not; that Word, and even the | 
common hack, esquire, not being graven on the plate 





INLAND NAVIGATION. It is stated that a flat boat, 
from the head waters of Pearl river, in the state of | 
Mississippi, has lately arrived, by way of the lake, at, 
the basin Carondelet, in New Orleans. 

Thisis a new and inte resting experiment in the in- 
iond commerce of this country, ane will lead to events 

sf incalculable benefit to the trade of New-Orleans. | 
r ie distance which this frail barque has traversed | 
through a wilderness, cannot be less than 500 miles 
hesides this, she has passed over lake Ponchartrain, 
which, of itself, is a little sea, and sometimes appals 

: hearts of more experienced navigators than those 
of whom we are speaking. 

Nortu west coast. The Hamburg papers have 
on extract from St. Petersburg, dated May 15, which 
“Our differences with the United States of 
North America, respecting the north west coast of the 


1S 


American continent, are now settled by the exertions | 


f the diplomatic commissioners nominated for that 
ep ose, to the entire satisfaction of ihe respective states 
vhose relations are re} placed on the most friendly foot- 


s9 
‘ur 
tog? 


Ifaytr. It is stated, in the address of the New 
York society for encouraging the free people of color 
‘migrate to this island, that it contains more than 
‘wo millions of inhabitants. If se, most persons must 
greatly mistaken—for its populi ilicn has been ge- 
rally estimated at about 600,000; and that of all 
‘he West Indies at or nearly in the same amount above 
ven to Hayii only. 

VENERABLE FEW. Ihave been pleased tomeet 
with, in the Trenton “Emporium,” a list of the mem- 
vers of the Cincinnati of the state of New Jerscy. 
Mi \y peace: abide with them—may they and their bro- 

i ‘hers, wherever located, ou t-live, (it they can live 
with satisfaction), the ordin: iry period allotted to 
man—imay they remain as samples of the heroes and | 

F sages of the times when the people, having ‘counted | 

ve cost,’ found nothing so ‘*‘dear” as submission to 

the will of a tyrant—nothing to be compared with a 

possession of the rights which ‘he Omnipotent hath 


rr 
; Hr 
, she 


conferred on his creatures, and which conspiring | 


' rince 3 


and priests have blasphemously attempted 
) depr ive them of—that they, themselves, about to 
ecome 
' oppress their fellow men. 

The following is a list of the names. It is herein | 
ul Pr chp as well on its own account, as witha hope 


a ‘acit will induce other state societies to furnish SiIni- | 

4 ir > dabeaaaa 

4 Members who attend statedly. Jonathan Dayton, Cy- 

7 ‘us De Hart, Ebenezer Elmer, John Heard, James | 
He — John Kinney, Shepherd Kollock, Aaron Og- | 


en, William $S. -_ 
‘aeorge C. Barber. 
~ ‘Members who attend. James Giles, William Tuttle, 
| *phraim Whitlock and James Anderson. 
: Me mbers who do not attend. Luther Malsey, of N. 
John Howell, of Ken. John Polhemus, of N. J.) 


: Ehane 7°¥ Stockton ef the same. Jonathan Snowden 


Pennington, James Beatty 


‘dust and ashes,” might glory in their power, 


At the late meeting of the society at Trenton, the 
‘following resolution was passed: 
| Resolved unanimoush y, That while this society are 
| commemorating, on the national jubilee, those vast 
| events, by which, under the pleasure of the Su- 
| preme Governor of the universe, the freedom, inde- 
| pendence and sovereignty of these United States were 
achieved and established, and are contemplating with 
‘delight and astonishment the present and future 
ig ereatness and dignity of these growing and rising re- 
publies, confederated by indissoluble bonds into one 
ereatempire—they hold in lively and grateful remem- 
brance the zeal and services of their illustrious com- 
|panion in arms, major-general La Fayette, and do 
‘resolve that there shall be a special meeting of the 
;| society at such time and place as to the following com-’ 
mittee, viz. general Dayton, general Beatty and the 
honorable Wm. S. Pennington, may seem most appro- 
priate, in order that, on the arrival of this adopted son 
of W ashington in this favored land, this society, in 
one body, may bid him hail and welcome to the hearts 
of freemen, and present to him some suitable testimo- 
nial of their profound veneration and most cordial af- 
fection—of their highest respect for his private vir- 
tues as a citizen—his public character as a patriot 
and soldier—and as the firm and tried friend of those 
exalted rights and liberties of human nature, to main- 
tain which, in the arduous revolutionary struggle, he 
most generously and most nobly fought and bled. 
Aaron Ocpen, Pres’i. 
ttest—George C. Barber, Sec’y 








Generat La Fayette. From the Boston Gazette. 
The mayor, by message, communicated imformation 
to the city council, that, in obedience to the vote of 
the 15th March last, he had addressed a letter to gen. 
La Fayetre on the ‘subject of his contemplated visit 
'to the U. States, and that he had this day received an 
| answer thereto; copies of which he communicated to 
| the two boards, as follow: 

Unirep StratTes or AMERICA, 
Boston, 20th March, 1824. 

Sir: Your intention to visit the United States has 
been made known to its citizens by the proceedings 
of their national legislature. The city of Boston 
| shares in the universal pleasute which the expectation 

‘of so interesting an event has diffused. But it has 
causes of satizfaction peculiarly its own. Many of its 
‘inhabitants recollected and all have heard of your 
former residence in this metropolis;-—of the delight 
/with which you were here greeted on your second 
visit to this country; and of the acclamations of a 
crateful multitude, which attended you, when sailing 
from this harbor on your last departure from the U nit 
ed States; and also of that act of munificence, by 
which, i in later times, you extended the hand of relief, 
in their distress. 
| These ¢ ireumstances have impressed upon the in- 
habitants of tuis city, a vivid recollection of your 
| Person, and a peculiar interest in your character, 
endearing you to their remembrance by sentiments 
of pe sonal gratitude as well as by that sense of na- 
tional obligation, with which the citizens of the Unit- 
/ed States are universally penetrated. 








} 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


| With feelings of this kind, the city council of 
Boston, in accordance with the general wish of their 


| constituents, have directed me to address this letter 
‘to you, and to express the hope that, should it com- 
port with your convenience, you Ww ould do them thé 
| honor om your ensuing visit te the Enited States, te 
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disembark in this city, and to communicate the as-, Founpiincs. From some tables recently published 
surance that no event could possibly be more grateful | in Paris, by M. Benoiston, in a ‘“‘memoire sur les en- 
to its inhabitants;—that no where could you meet with fans trouves,” it appears that the number of found- 
a more cordial welcome; that you could find nowhere _ lings has gone on increasing in every state in Europe 
hearts more capable of appreciating your early zeal | except from 1790 to 1800. During that interval the 
and sacrifices in the cause of American freedom, or | diminution amounted to a third, but after that period, 
more ready to acknowledge and honor that charac- , and particularly since 1815, the number has constant- 
teristic uniformity of virtue, with which, through a | ly increased. There were 51,000 foundlings in France, 
Jong life, andin scenes of unexampled difficulty and | 1n 1798, 69,000 in 1800, $4,590 in 1815, and 138,600 
danger you have stedfastly maintained the cause of ,in 1822. According to the ‘“Annaire du Bureau des 
an enlightened civil liberty in both hemispheres. Longitudes,” there were in 1823, 932,130 births in the 


Very respectfully, lam your obed’t servant, year, which gives one child abandoned out of every 
Jostan Quincy, 28. It appears, from the information given by the 


Mayor of the City of Boston. government, that the provinces near the sea, in which, 
ant there are most populous cities, and which are the cen- 
Paris, May 26, 1824. _| tre of arts and industry, containing 20,000,000 inhaoi- 
Sir—Amidst the new and high marks of benevo- | tants, hardly give as many foundlings as the remain. 
lence the people of the United States and their re- ing 10,000,000, who occupy the centre provinces, from 
presentatives have lately deigned to confer upon me, | Which Paris and Lyons are subtracted, as each of 
1am prond and happy to recognize those particular | them supplies 6,090. 
sentiments of the citizens of Boston, which have bless- | 
ed and delighted the first years of my public career, | 
and the grateful sense of which has ever since been to | 
me a most valuable reward and support. If joyfully 
anticipate the day, not very remote, thank God, when | 
i may revisit the glorious cradle of American, and 
in future, IL hope, of universal liberty. Your so ho- 
norable and gratifying invitation would have been di- Q)°. 20 8 
rectly complied with, inthe case to which yon are | ~4 !§ Interesting: 
pleased to allude. But, while'I profoundly feel the! ‘I have not failed to view with great interest the 
honor intended by the offer of a national ship, | hope exertions which are making in the United States in 
I shall incur no blame by the determination I have favor of the Greeks. The first thing that struck me 
taken to embark, as soon as it is in my power, on was that it appeared got up, and the next we should 
board a private vessel. Whatever port I first attain, expose at least 200,000 dollars of amount of proper- 
I shall, with the same eagerness, hasten to Boston, and ty to get clear of perhaps 20,000 dollars more, and 
present its beloved, revered inhabitants, as I havethe which would reflect honor upon neither our generosi- 
honor to offer it to the city council, and to you, sir, ty nor prudence. The Greeks will be much disap- 
with the homage of my affectionate gratitude and de-, pointed in the amount if under a million. If the 
voted respect. La Fayerre. | Turks please, they can any day take 200,000 dollars, 
ome and then our government must either abandon the in- 
BtCPThe following is extracted from the commu- terest of their citizens, or scek redress from the 
nication of the mayor of Baltimore to the city coun- Turks, and then become a party in the war. 
eu, on Thursday last— ’ | “i do not expect either the Turks or Greeks will 
[t is now ascertained that the illustrious LaFayetre, take any notice of the money you send or the speech- 
the youthful friend of liberty in the new world, and, a3 es made on the occasion. In my opinion, the Turks 
yet, the pride and hope of those who love freedom in are not likely to reduce the Greeks to their former 
the old, is about to revisit the land which with his am- gityation, unassisted by other, but I never expect to 
ple means, and at the cost of his precious blood, he see the Greeks an independent nation. It is much 
endeavored to make free, that it might be, whatit has more probable I shall live to see them Russian sub- 
now become, an asylum for oppressed humanity. jects, and assist to destroy the liberties of others.” 
La Fayette, the protege of our Washington, is the | : 
last of our revolutionary generals, and comes to see | 
for himself, the fruit borne on the tree of liberty; to | MATTERS AND THINGS AT WASHINGTON. With the 
feel that emancipation of mind and person, which be-, pieces inserted in the last “Register.” 1 intended to 
long to man, in possession of those rights the Omnipo- , have brought this controvesy to a close—but the ‘‘Na- 
tent has bestowed on his own image. tional Journal” of the 14th instant has an article 
As it is utterly impossible that the people of Balti- ; which exhibits certain facts, as tothe origin and pro- 





Gen. La Fayette. 





Greece. An article purporting to be an extract 
from a Russian note on the affairs of Greece, is given 
ina subsequent page. If genuine, and there is cause 
to believe that it is so, it is important. The follow- 
ing extract of a letter from an American gentleman 
at Smyrna to his friend in Philadelphia, dated April 





more should feel lukewarm on an occasion like that | 
anticipated, or that the now venerable and venerated | 
La Favette should not be received and retained as 
the friend of our republic, so long as it shall suit his | 
convenience to abide with us; Ihave convened you | 
chiefly, to afford an opportunity of shewing the love 
and respect of a grateful people to this illustrious and 
chivalric foreigner, who used his influence, hazard- 
ed his honors, and freely exposed his life, that the so- 
vereizi.ty and independence of these states, proclaim- | 
ed fourth July, 1776, might be ratified, by the de- 
struction or expulsion of the invaders of our Jand. 
As the general is now advanced in years, (although 
we have the picasure to learn he enjoys good health), 
I would respectfully beg leave to suggest, that, in the 
attentions that may be paid ‘him, the most earnest 
respect be shown to his ease and comfort, that if 
possible he may be made to feel at home in this city, 
which so well knows how to shew gratitude to her 


— 


be known 





benefactors, protectors and friends.” 


gress of the convention with Great Britain for the 
suppression of the slave trade, that are important to 
I therefore extract such parts of the 
article as relate to an implication of the president 
and of the secretary of state, as to their having yield- 





ed “the right of search,” which, so far as it goes, 
(and it is restrained and restricted in the most rigid 


manner), was given up at the almost unanimous sug- 
gestion of the house of representatives, * approved by 
every member of the administration, and ratified by 
two thirds of the senate. If there is then any wrong 
in the convention, who is to blame? No one is to 
blame. The object so much desired, could not be 
ascomplished without some understanding of this sort 
—and the cautious stipulations for it in the present 
case, is, to my mind, an acknowledgment on the part 
of Great Britain, thatshe cannot legally exercise it ip 
any other. 


—_ —-—- «-—— __- -~ 





ee 


*See page 239. 
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From the National Journal of July 14. | 
EXTRACTS. 

“‘A newspaper controversy with the editors of the 
National Intelligencer, cannot but be more irksome 
to the secretary of state than tothem. But when, in 
their half apologetick and confessing, but stili accu- 
satory, article of the 12th instant, they conclude that 
he has done them great injustice, they only betray 
their anxiety to shift the position, which they them- 
selves had assumed, and to complain of the injustice 
they had done, as if it were that they had suffered. 

“They had been the first to commence this war- 
fare, by denouncing the secretary of state before the 
nation, for an act done by him in the performance of 
his public duty. Did they imagine that he was pre- 
cluded by his situation from meeting them in their 
own columns, and therefore that they could assail 
hita, not only with impunity, but bereft of all means 
of self-defence? If such was his situation, would it 
not have been a motive, with fair and honest adver- 
saries, for abstaining from the attack; or for postpon- 
ing it, and asking for the tendered explanations—or, 
at least, for making it a true statement of facts and 
a frank avowal of motives? 

“Ifad the attack been merely personal to himself, 
he undoubtdely would have felt himself forbidden 
from noticing it; but, the whole transaction connects 
itself indissolubly with a great, concerted and for- 
midable opposition to the administration of Mr. Mon- 


roe, of which the movement in the senate against the | 


slave trade convention, was but one act—an opposi- 
tion which had already shown itself upon other im- 
portant measures, directed by other departments, 
but which now, for the first time, took its particu- 
jar direction against the department of state. 

The slave trade convention was emphatically a 
measure of the administration, and among the most 
important measures adopted throughout its whole 
career. If this was not known to the editors of the 





Intelligeneer, they had very poorly used the confi- 
dence which they boastfully claim of Mr. Monroe. If 
it was known to them, upon what principle, friendly 
to the administration, is it possible to account for 
their manner of garbling the documents, the whole of 
which they had promised? Vor their inserting from 


umember of the senate, a summary of the arguments | 


used there against the convention, without any sum- 
mary of the arguments in its favor, and for omitting 
that part of the papers, best suited to refute the sum- 
mary which they did insert. 

“The object of the opposition to the convention 
was, by its rejection, not only to break up the con- 
cert established after many years of negociation, be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, for the 
final and effectual suppression of the slave trade, es- 
tablished upon our own terms, and in fulfilment of a 
resolution, all but unanimous, of the house of repre- 
sentatives—but it was further to palsy the arm of the 
executive, in the prosecution of ail the other nego- 
ciations, in which it was engaged with Great Britain. 

The accomplishment of these purposes was favored 
by the constitutional regulation, which requires a 
majority of two to one, for the sanction of all and 
every part of atreaty. Yet it failed. But the na- 
ture and character of the opposition, and of its sup- 
porters, sulliciently proved that it would be followed 
up by corresponding efforts of the presses in general 
concert with the Intelligencer; especially at Albany 
and Richmond. It was, therefore, desired by the 
president,and by all the members of the senate, 
friendly to the administration, and who had pledged 
their names and character to the ratification of the 
convention, that al! the proceedings in the senate and 
documents, should be published forthwith. For this 
express purpose, the injunction of seerecy was, with 
the knowledge and assent of the executive, taken off. 





their paper of 27th May, promised to make. 
promise lay them under no obligation or responsibility 
to the department of state? 
cer, is the first newspaper promulgator of the laws, 
and copies of it are sent under the direction of the de- 
partment of state, to all the newspapers appointed 
to publish the laws throughout the union. 
telligencer is transmitted from the department of 
state to all the ministers of the United States abroad, 
and it was indispensable to send to them copies of all 
these papers; every one of them being charged at his 
respective residence with a branch of the same nego- 


Did this 


The National Intelligen- 


The In- 


ciation. As amere subscriber on public account for 
numerous copies of the Intelligencer, surely the se- 
cretary of state had a right to expect a faithful per- 


|formance of the promise to publish documents, 


which, although they had not been sent directly from 


that department to the Intelligencer, consisted almost 


entirely of papers exclusively of the resort of that 
department, and of absolute necessity for its use. 
And when this expectation was disappointed, under 
circumstances so suspicions even with regard to the 


, fairness of the editors, the only jurisdiction assumed 


by the secretary of state, was to cause the papers to 
be published in another paper, and subsequently to 
do the same with two other public documents.” 

EC To certain parts of the article from which 
the preceding extracts were made, Messrs Gales and 
Seaton replied, but as in selecting I had more re- 
gard to the general facts as to the convention, than a 
reiteration of the charges against them, it does not 
seem requisite that I should publish the.e defcnce. 
The following from the ‘‘National Journal” of Wed- 
nesday last, apparently concludes the case— 

‘The editors of the National Inte!!igencer, in,their 
attack upon the secretary of state, will be left hence- 
forth, to continue and end, by the exhibition of the 
same qualities with which they began. As their apo- 


logy for the misstatement of their first charge against 


him, is the disorder of their faculties, so that they 


| could not understand Mr. Brent; and as one of their 
excuses for breach of promise and mutilation of pub- 
| lic documents is that they had never seen papers which 


they had twice printed: it is unnecessary to pursue 
them throngh their evolutions to put themselves upon 
the public compassion, and appear s}f defendants, in 
transactions upen which they were the first aggres- 
sors. Ampleindulgence would have been extendcd to 
them, had not their plea for it been vitiated, and their 
claim to it forfeited, by their perseverance in wanton 
assault. Had their apologies for confusion of intel- 
lect, and their excuses ‘for inadvertencies, however 
suspicious, been unaccompanied ‘by the repetition of 


‘charges proved groundless, they would have been 


credited, and freely and cheerfully accepted. Con- 


fidence impaired, may be restored by ingenwous ac- 


This publication the editors of the Intelligencer, in| any thing luke wanton assault ;and whether our replies 


knowledgement. By another process, it is extinguisl- 
ed for ever. , 





={c#?The ‘National Intelligencer” of Thursday 
last, thus determines the matter on the part of the 
editors of that paper— 

To our very great satisfaction, the secretary of state 
has declared, in the National Journal, his determina- 
tion to end his controversy with the National Intelii- 
gencer. Asit was very far from being of our seek- 
ing, neither shal] we prolong the ‘‘unproiitable con- 
troversy,”’ of the inequality of the terms of which 
none can have been more sensible than we. 

In closing this controversy, the most unwelcome in 
which it has ever been cur fortune to be invoived, we 
can appeal with confidence to the readers of this 
print, tothe public at large, and even to the particu- 
lar friends of the secretary of state, whether in its 
origin or progress we have exceeded the limits of a 
justifiable seli-detence; whether we have exhibited 
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compared with the strictures of the secretary, have 
not been characterized by an obvious and studied for- 
bearance. We sought not to wound the secretary, 
either in his official or personal capacity, but to pro- 
tect a good name, which no one can surrender with- 
out a struggle, and which no man Knows better how 
to value than the elevated individual who has deign- 
ed to assailours. So far, indeed, from being con- 
scious of any vindictive feeling towards that eminent 
citizen, we can truly affirm, that the chief cause of 
our regretin this controversy has been to see a great 
wind, disciplined in the school of learning and ex- 
erience, embittered and swayed by soslighta cause. 
We will dwell no longer on a theme so unpleasant; 
and although the honorable secretary informs us that 
he has withdrawn his confidence from us forever, we 
wiil only say that that is an extent of displeasure 
which time seldom sanctions, and we will still hope 
that this great rectifier of human animosities will yet 
restore us to the secretary’s confidence, if not his es- 


teem, as certainly as we shall forget his present harsh- | 


ness, and, in despite of it, preserve our respect for 


him, and retain a strong sense of the courtesy and ci- | 


vilities we have had the honor to receive at his hands. 





“| WILL SEE you pAIp.”? A case was recently de- 
cided in England, by which a debt of 1222. 18s. was 


recovered of a man, who, casually, in conversation, | 


said, ‘you need not be afraid to trust Mr. Frost; Vl 
see you paid.”? The defendant, it seems, only intended 
to convey the idea that he would see the money paid 
as soon as his friend could getit. But he was legally 
bound by the word see, and had to pay it. 





NaTuRALIZATION. The following information, im- 
portant to aliens, wishing the benefits of naturaliza- 
tjon, is contained in the Franklin Gazette: 

1. Any alien, being a free white person, who has 


resided within the limits of the United States five | 


years, and filed in some competent court of justice, 
his report and declaration of intention, two years, 
may, On application, be admitted a citizen. 


2. Any alien, being a free white person, who has 


resided within the limits and under the jurisdicticn | 
of the United States before the 29th of January, 1795, | 


or at any time between the 18th day of June, 1798, 
and the 14th day of April, 1802, may, on application, 


be immediately naturalized, without the preliminary | 


formalities of a report and declaration, required in 
other cases. 
3. Any alien, being a free white person, whoarriv- 


ed and has resided in the United States three years | 


before his arriving at the age of 21 years, and, includ- 
jng the three years of his minority, five years alto- 
gether, may, on petition to some competent tribunal, 
be immediately admiited to become a citizen. 

Evidence of either of the above facts, as the case 
may be, must be given at the time of admission, as 
also of the moral! character and republican principles 
of applicants: the competency of which will be de- 
termined by the court. 





THE NEW TARIFF. 
of the treasury, has addressed the following commu- 
nication to Mr. Degrand, in reply to sundry applica- 


tions as to what construction would be put upon seye- | 


ral parts of the new tariff: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Comptroller's office, 28th, June, 1824. 

Sir: I duly received your letters of the 11th, 12th, 
16th and 22d inst. an answer to whieh has been de- 
Jayed until now, in order that a full examination 
might be made of the operation of the act of the 22d 
ult. in relation to the pre-existing acts imposing du- 
ties on imports. 
The examination having been made, I now de my- 


. 


Joseph Anderson, comptroller | 


meee rail 


self the pleasure to answer the several questions pro- 
pounded by you. 

Composition bolts, rods, spikes and nails, are consider- 
ed as coming under the general classification of ‘a}] 
manufactures, net otherwise specified, made of brass, 
iron, steel, pewter, lead or tin, or of which either of 
these materials is acomponent material.” [They will, 
of course, pay 25 per cent.] 

Still botioms, that is, those which are merely ev: 
round and turned up at the edge, cannot be consider- 
ed ‘‘vessels of copper,” within the meaning of the 
law; but should be charged with duty as a non-enu- 
merated article—[15 per cent. ] 

Cutting knives.—Neither curriers’ knives nor draw. 
ing knives are considered as coming under that de- 
nomination. The term cutting knives, technically ap- 
plies to knives used for cutting straw, called straw 
knives, or knives used for cutting hay, are equally in- 
cluded in the term. [Straw knives will, of course, 
pay 30 per cent. | 

Oukum and old junk, are considered in the light of 
non-enumerated articles, and will pay 15 per cent. 

Cannon of cast iron.—DBy the act of 22d April, 1816, 
cannon having been subjected to the same rate of duty 
‘as manufactures of brass, copper, iron, steel, &e. o; 
of which either of them is the material of chief value, 
it is net conceived, from the general principles which 
governed in adopting the new tariff, that it was intend- 
ed it should pay a less duty than such manufactures, 
under that tariff. In fact, the operation of boring can 
non may fairly be considered as constituting them 
manufactures of iron. [And pay 25 percent. | 

Bottles—The paragraph in the act of 22d ult. re 
specting bottles commences as follows: “On black 
glass bottles, not exceeding the capacity of one quart, 

two dollars per groce; on bottles, exceeding one 
,quart and not more than two quarts, two dollars and 
fifty cents per groce,” &e. 

| Although the words “black glass” are omitted in 


| the second section of the paragraph, yet it is the opi- 
/nion of this departinent, to Le the correct construc 
‘tion of that paragraph, to consider it as relating to, 
/and to be a continuation of, one and the same subject, 
uamely “black glass botiles.” 

Botties other than black glass bottles, must, there- 
fore, be considered as coming under that clause of the 
law in these words, ‘‘on all other articles of glass,’ 
&e. 

Manufactures of silk, coming from beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope, &e. [concur with the collector in 
his construction of the law relative to silk goods, 
‘namely, that the place of manufacture must deter- 
mine the place whence siik goods must be considered 
‘as havingcome. Respecifuily, 

JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
Jar. Fe Be Es Degrane, Boston. 
PRESIDENTIAL. 

| In error! Speaking of the presidency, a southern 
‘paper says—* Pennsylvania at this time is preferring he 
|undoubted right to a porticn of the national power,” in 
ithe support of Mr. Galjatin. Outof the twenty-eigh' 
|Senators and representatives which Pennsylvania had 
in congress, ovly tiree aitended the caucus to make 
& Loraination of him, and one of ihe three has yielded 
\up his opinion to the public sentiment—and there is 
nothing tocome more morally certain, tan that Mr 
Gallatin will not receive one vote in this state for the 
| vice presidency of the United States. Mr. Calhoun 
; will receive every vote in Pennsylvania, and, with 
‘apparent ceriality, be chosen vice president, without 
‘the intervention of the senate. 

| Walter Forward, esq, cne of the two representative 
iin congress from Pennsylvania who attended the con- 
lgressional caucus iu February last, las addressed a 
circular letter to his constituents in rejation to that 
meeting, &e. After noticing a variety of political 
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movements in Pennsylvania that seemed to indicate a; This opinion may have been erroneous. » It rested 
desire in the people that a caucus should be held, he {on nothing better than conjecture, but still it was 
sayS— honestly entertained And I must be allowed to say 

“The sentiments of Pennsylvania had not been de- | that even a groundless solicitude in matters wliich con- 


finitely ascertained; delegates had not been chosen to 
attend the convention which met at Harrisburg on 
the fourth of March; nor could I anticipate that that 
convention would feel any hostility in a caucus. From 
the lights I then had, the conviction was fairly autho- 


cern the welfare of the people is not to be narked as 
criminal. But although | voted for Mr. Crawford, 
the presidential election was not a subject of great 
anxiety. Nor does my conduct on that occasion im- 
To# 





port the slightest hostility to general Jackson. 
rizedthat this measure was desirable, and that what- |! wards him I never cherished any other feeling than 
ever might have been the predilections of individuals | that of sincere veneration. There is no reason for 
respecting the different candidates, a majority of the | believing that he would countenance measures ad- 
party were agreed in favor of it. Let any man place | verse to the interests of my constituents; the very 
himself in my situation, and say if his convictions | contrary is my belief. Uf they prefer gencral Jackson 
would have been otherwise. I think that more than | before any other candidate, J feel no repugnance to 
one member of the Harrisburg convention will bear | their wishes. But there is another consideration 
testimony that he himseif had been in favor of a cau- {| which has weight with mc: the preference evinced 
cus at no very long period prior to the fourth of! by them for gen. Jackson is the unconstrained, spon- 
March, but finding after it had been held, that the | taneous sentiment of gratitude for distinguished ser- 
current of public opinion was setting strongly against / vices. It is natural; itis honorable; it is allied to the 
it, had deferred to the better judgement of his ucigh- | love of country, of that country which he has defended. 
pors. Itiswell. If there be noovert actin the way,|There is a purity, an elevation, in this sentiment, 
conversion from one set of opinions to another is easy | which must extort the respect of every man. I pros 
enough at any stage of acontroversy. Whether my | fess myself to be incapable of opposingit. My duty 
attendance at the caucus makes me better or worse | does not require it. I will therefore yield to the wishes 
(nan those who did not, because they could not attend, | of my constituents in favor of the man who they prefer. 
‘sa question for political casuists to settle. I have a | The penalties which await this declaration have 
ight, however, to insist that no political sin of mine] been well considered, but it has not been made under 
should be punished by accessaries before the fact. | apledge of supportfrom any quarter, nor is it the off- 
But it is useless to speculate upon what others |spring of disappointment. It was due to the people; 
would have done in my situation: what I have done, | and to them it is directed. 1 feel that I am under 
lias been done frankly, openly and honestly. The {many obligations to those among whom I have lived 
despicable artifice of ingratiating myself with the|so long, and from whom I have received so many 
people by pretending to have been what Iwas not, shall | proofs of kindness and of confidence, nor will I be 
uot be resorted to by me. 








I was myself in favor of | separated from them upon a question of mere expe- 
a caucus, and, although TI was at no pains to reconcile diency, in which ] can bave no interest that is not 
others to my opinion, yet they were freely expressed | identified with theirs. Should the election devolve on 
iu my correspondence with the friends of the measure. | the house of representatives, of which Ff shall con- 
All this may have been wrong, but all this was honest; | tinue to be a member until the fourth of March next, 
and T ean aver that I never joined in any assembly | my duty would require that the people of the district 
with motives more pure and disinterested. Had I} should be faithfully represented. My course in the 
any design of controlling the suffrages of my fellow | mean time ought not to be different, and whatever de- 
citizens, or invading the rights of any man? Did J) traction may urge to the contrary, I know that this 
believe, or affect to believe, that the nomination then | resolution accords with consistency and with honor. 


made, or any other nomination, would be binding on | 
he people? Far from it. I have not required of 
ihem a slavish adherence to the opinion of a caucus. 
When I shal] have done this, it will be time enough to) 
censure me for an improper interference with their 
privileges. If others have done this, they must answer 
torthemselves. I did not attend the caucus as a par- 
iizan for any candidate. On the contrary, I felt my-' 
self at liberty to support others in preference to the | 
candidates nominated, if I should think proper so to 
do. That liberty is still claimed. With one of the 
candidates, I had not the slightest personal acquain- 
‘ance, and with the other Thad never had two hours 
conversation, except upon the particular business 
confided to the committee of which I was a member. 
It is scarcely necessary to add, that Ihad nothing to 
xain or lose by the event of the presidential contest. 
fs ihere any mysterious reason, above the reach of 
My poor sagacity, why the mere fact of attending a 
caucus, no matter with what motives, should doom 
‘he luckless offender to an irrepealable reprobation? 

But I voted for Mr. Crawford! True: 1 did vote 
jor him, and as! cannot afford to buy even “golden 
opinions” at the expense of truth, my reasons shall 
be assigned. Iwas required to represent the “party 
equally,” 
of the union, and I believed the number in favor of 
Mr. Crawford to be greater than that in favor of any 
other candidate. 1 thought him to be, what I still think 
him to be,a great and an honest man. His election 
appeared to my mind to have some connection with 
the policy of a rigid economy in the administration 
of the government. 


without reference to any particular section | 


; WaALtrerR FoRWARD. 
Pittsburgh, June 28, 1824. 


New-Jersey. At a meeting of the people of New 


| Brunswick, the vote was as follows: for Mr. Adams 


62, gen. Jackson, 19, and Mr. Clay 2. Mr. Calhoun 
was recommended for the vice presidency. 


Delaware. The poll that was opened at Wilming- 
ton and Newark has been closed, and an aggregate of 
the votes is thus given: for Jackson 335, Adams 169, 
Crawford 9. The people of this state are undoubt- 
edly against a caucus. 


Ohio. Ata meeting of the people of Trumbull cour- 
ty, held at Warren, during alate session of the court, 
a vote was taken on the presidential question, with 
the following result: for Mr. Adams 115, gen. Jack- 
son 10, Mr. Clay 5, Mr. Crawford 3. For vice presi- 
dent, gen. Jackson received 28, Mr. Calhoun 23, Mr. 
Clinton 14, and there were 6 scattering. After which 
a resolution was passed for the support of Mr. Adams. 

At amuster of the militia officers of the 3rd brigade, 
in Butler county, a ballot was had, and gen. Jackson 
received 90 votes, Mr. Clay 13 and Mr. Adams 3. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 

Great Britain and Ireland. The price of grain was 
rising on the 9th of June—wheat 63s. 10d. per quar- 
ter—1000 bbls. American flour were sold at Liverpool 
for 21s. 

The quantity of sugar annually consumed in the 
kingdom of Great Britain, is estimated at about 
160,900 tons. 

There are considerable fluctuations in the price of 
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the British stocks; and the value of foreign stocks is 
very unsteady. 

France. The ministers have been defeated in their 
financial schemes in the chamber of peers, by a con- 
siderable majority; rentes immediately fell two per 
cent. 

Spain. There is much apprehension of the scarcity 
of grain in this kingdom—indeed, something like a 
Jamine is spoken of, and the inquisition is sitting day and 
night to make out a list of prohibited books—so there is 
a miserable prospect both as to the body and the mind 
of the Spanish people. 

Algiers. It is stated that the dey has accepted the 
terms proposed by the British. We feel something 
like pride in believing that it was the little ‘fir built” 
navy, with bits of ‘striped bunting at the mast 
head,” that opened the way for the present favorite 
mode of negociating with the Barbary states. 

Ionian islands. The following is a part of the pro- 
clamation of Sir Frederick Adam, on assuming the 
functions of “Lord High Commissioner” of these is- 
lands: 


‘‘His excellency, on entering upon the office gra- 


me 


——ee 


A mowing machine is spoken of in Pennsylvania tha; 
will cut an acre of grass in an hour 
Coal. A Philadelphia paper states, that ‘‘there is 
now, and for some considerable time has been, on an 
average, an hundred tons of [Lehigh] coal a day land- 
ing at the river bank from Mauch Chunck.” 
The price of a ton of twenty eight bushels, is from 
$8 tog8 40. Itis said that Susquehannah coal, of the 
same quality as the Lehigh, can be brought to Balti- 
more and sold for twenty five per cent. less then the 
Philadelphia price: but with us, capital has not yet 
been directed to this important subject. 
The weather. The southern papers speak of the 
excessive heat that prevailed about the 80th of June. 
At Cheraw, S.C. the thermometer ranged, for six suc- 
cessive days, as follows, in the shade—90, 94, 103, 105 
and 100. At Charleston paper says that an ‘‘atmos- 
phere of fire” was felt in that city, and thaf several 
persons had fallen victims to the excessive heat. At 
11 o’clock at night, and the house open, the thermome-. 
ter stood at $2. 

A letter from Walterborough, (near Charleston) 
dated July 6th, says—‘The heat of the weather, iu 


ciously confided to him by his Britannic majesty, and | this place, during the last week, has been hitherto 


thereby becoming the organ of his majesty’s unceas- | 


ing paternal care for the inhabitants of these islands, 
cannot conceal his want of confidence in his ability 
to execute these benevolent intentions, and this dis- 
trust is the more increased, when he reflects that he 
has been chosen by his majesty, to succeed the dis- 
tinguished person, whose memory will be ever dear 
to these islands, and whose loss can be no more ade- 
quately repaired than sufficiently lamented. 

_ But while his excellency is profoundly and sin- 
cerely penetrated by these feelings, he cherishes 
the confidence that he shall be able, at least toa cer- 


. tain degree, to fulfil the benevolent intentions of the 


supreme protector, as his efforts will be directed to 
act on the same principles and in the same spirit 
which guided all the actions of his esteemed succes- 
sor in fulfilling his majesty’s intentions. 

“His excellency the lord commissioner, also de- 
rives courage from the perfect conviction that every 
endeavor, which has for its object the welfare and 
prosperity of the Ionian people, will find an effectual 
support in the wisdom of the executive power, and the 
patriotism of the Ionian parliament, and that the zeal 
of the government in promoting the welfare of the 
Jonian people, will produce the happiest results, se- 
conded by the fidelity and attachment which this 
people have always manifested towards their govern- 
ment, and their supreme protector, to whose pater- 
nal care they are indebted for the constitution under 
which they live.” 

Jamaica. The report of an insurrection of the 
blacks is confirmed, and some of the particulars have 
reached us. The plan appears to have been pretty 
extensive, and, for a short time, had a formidable ap- 


unprecedented. On the 27th, 28th and 29th of the 
last month, the thermometer ranged from 90 to 98 dgs. 
and on the 30th it was as high as 104. 

The following are the observations taken from 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, which was suspended in 
the coolest situation in my house: 


June 30—At half past 10, the Mercury stood 93 
At twelve, 9§ 
At half past one, 100 
From two to four, 104 
From half past four to half past five, 100 
At six, 98 
At half past eight, 90 
At half past ten, $5 
July 1—At eight, 8$ 
At nine, 90 
At twelve, 97 


At which it continued until two, when, a hail storm 
occurring, it fell to 82 degrees. 

The hail was of uncommon size, many particles 
measuring five inches in circumference. 

The heat of the atmosphere was peculiarly oppres- 
sive; cows and dogs were seen going from the shade 
of one tree to that of another, apparently much dis 
tressed, and every article of furniture communicated 
to the touch a sense of heat. - Our village, however, 
continues very healthy. The crops in the vicinity oi 
Walterborough, (and particularly the provision), are 
very much injured in consequence of drought.” 


Curiosity in Canada. Near the top of the mountain, 
under the first cliff of rocks, about a mileand a half 
from the road leading to Niagara, is situated a large 
cave, within which, about a rod from its mouth, 
isa spring which’flows the whole year. About the 





pearance; the negroes, in some instances, abandoned 
the estates and committed certain excesses, but they 
were reduced to order, by the promptness of the mi- 
litary, without loss of the life of one white person, 
and with that of only a few of the slaves. 
*‘saints”’ are blamed for this disturbance. 


CHRONICLE. 
The U.S. schooner Grampus, lieut. com. Sloat, has 
arrived at New-York. 


The | 


end of March, the water issuing from the rocks 
freezes, forming large pieces of ice, during the heat 
| of summer, the ice continues to form; in the fall of the 
year about the end of September, as the weather 
gets cooler, the ice disappears, and there is no ice form- 
ed during the cold winter months, until the ensuing 
— The water is quite pure issuing out of the 
rock. 





In New Orleans, there are now upwards of two 
thousand ornamental trees, planted in four rows 


A steam ferry boat, at New York, lately burst her | 2round the city for the comfort of the citizens.— 


boiler, while lying at the wharf, though it was made|A 
of copper and on the low pressure principle, by which 
a young lady, aged about 19, was killed, and two or 
The safety 


pen at the time—but the! do I recollect an instance where so large a number 
passage of the steam is supposed to have been some- 


three other persons severely scalded. 
valve is said to have been oy 


how obstructed,—perhaps with salt. 


. 


mong them is the live oak. 


Longevity. Mr. Editor: I have noticed in several 
| papers, within a few months past, accounts of the 
longevity of some particular families; but in no one 


| peroreing to one family, whose united ages form s° 
great an aggregate and average as the following: 
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William Peters, (the father), died about the ycar 
1786 or 7—at the age of 85 years 
Hannah, (his wife), died in 1796, aged 93 “ 

Their children were 
Joseph Peters, died Feb. 18,1800, “ 71 “ 


Benjamin “« July oes, (=. 13“ 
Mary ‘¢ = May es - o> 
Adam ‘March 1813, * 77 “ 
Eve <¢« Bee.1 ae, * st * 
Tahpunis S° eee a, °° TF 
Andrew “ ) Foo. S tose; “ co * 
Nathan “ Feb. 1824, “ 77 & 
Finis *s Bee. 16 a2, “ TH * 


Jethro (still living) born June 13,1745, is 80 “ 





955 years | the emperor, and occasion an opinion that it was his 
By which it appears that the average age of the |intention to replace the Greeks under the yoke of 
ten children of William and Hannah Peters, rather | barbarian despotism, and rank Mahometans with 


exceeds 77 years and 8 months—and the average age 


of the family, (the parents included), is exactly 79 


years and 7 months—an instance of longevity, in one} who have succeeded in repressing revolution and 
family, which probably has never been equalled in | anarchy in the two peninsulas, should not find the 


this country. 


The particular account of the births and deaths of | the revolutionists of the countries where order has 
the above family was handed mea few days since, by | been re-established. 
the venerable Jethro Peters, the only suviving mem- | co-operation of the allies that it will be possible to 

He appears very hale for a person of his | prevent a still stronger succession of evils, and, stop 
age, and the day he completed his 80th year, travelled | the effusion of blood, already sufficiently shed in 
on foot the distance of 13 miles. The family former- | three campaigns. 
ly belonged to Medfield, where the heads of it, and 
some of the members lie buried, and where got stimulated by the recollection of ancient achievments, 

I have had a 


personal and pleasing acquaintance with many of | solute sovereignty; the Greeks, inured by three years 


ber of it. 


its respectable descendants now live. 


‘them. Yours, J. H. [New England Galazy. 








Russian State Paper. 


FROM THE NEW YORK EVENING POST. 


The following official document of the court of St. | necessary; to the Turks useful and positive advan- 


Petersburg, respecting the affairs of Greece, appear 
in the Paris Constitutionel of the 31st May. 
civen in the shape of a letter, from a correspondent 
but, from its diplomatic character, and the previou 


corresponding rumours as to the intentions of the 
holy alliance, we conceive it may be regarded as a 
We wish it may turn out other- 
wise; for, viewing it as containing a development of 
the project of this unholy league it establishes the 


genuine document. 


melancholy fact, that they consider the independence 


of Greece incompatible with their own safety, and | the Morea, to which might be added Candia, or 
ihat, therefore, it is time measures should be taken 


to prevent it. 
Bremen, May 15th, 1824. 


itis there | and resistance. 


7 










































| over the Greeks; and yet, should the struggle conntinue 
what would be the result? In every case of success 
on the part of the Greeks, the Russian ambassador 
would certainly become an object of suspicion to the 
Divan; he would be supposed to hold communica- 
tion with its revolted subjects, and his situation would 
be precisely that of Baron de Irogonoff, at the time of 
the criminal enterprize of the princess Ypsilanti.— 
The protestations of the ambassador were disregard- 
ed, and he was obliged to quit Constantinople.— 
Should the Turks be victorious, how could the Rus- 
sian ambassador remain to witness the horrid ex- 
cesses and cruelties, in which that barbarous nation 
would of course indulge? His presence would sanc- 
tion a calumnious interpretation of the sentiments of 


Christians. 
On the other hand, it is essential that those powers 


cause ofthe Greeks strengthened by the accession of 


It is only through the promyt 


In all probability, a fourth cannot 
bring more efficient or decisive results. The Porte, 


obstinately refuses to be satisfied with less than ab- 


of assistance and success, are intent on absolute in- 
dependence. The solution of the problem must be 
between these two extremes. The Russian cabinet 
propose the following terms of pacification, as a just 
mean between exaggerated and opposing pretensions, 
and which will insure to the Greeks guarantees now 


s | tages in place of a sovereignty liable to disaffection 


> 


~ It is caleuJated, that, in accordance with examples 


drawn from usages of Turkey herself, their prin- 
|cipalities may be established in the continent of 
Greece. The first, to be composed of Thessaly, 
Boetia and Attica, or eastern Greece. The second, 
of the ancient Venitian border on the Adriatic, that 
portion excepted which belongs to Austria; of Epirus 
jand Acarnaniat or western Greece. The third, of 





e 


southern Greece. The Isles to be subjected to mu- 


| nicipal regulations and governed nearly as they have 
been heretofore. 


Mxtract from the memorialof St. Petersburg, on the 
pacification of Greece, sent abroad the present 
year. 

The emperor, after the efforts made in the south of 
Europe, to crush the germs of discord that had made 
such a dangerous progress, thinks the period arrived 
tor him to attend to the means of pacifying the Le- 
vant. It becomes necessary to draw to a close the 
troubles of Greece; they are of a highly injurious in- 
fluence on the commerce of Russia, in the Levant, by 
paralyzing the industry of many provinces of the 
Russian empire. The emperor has undergone im- 
mense sacrifices, through his love of peace, and his 
desire of conso!idating the ties by which he is bound 
to his allies. Through the able management of 
tord Strangford, however, the Porte has been brought 
to consent tosatisty the just claims of Russia. Upon 
which, the emperor has despatched the state coun- 
Ssellor, Mintziakay, to Constantinople. In not send- 
ing an ambassador to Czernowitz, as announced, 
he is actuated by considerations of the deepest im- 
portance. The Turks could not fail to consider the 








presence of an ambassador asa decisive triumph | 


In 1465, the Turks, having conquered Wallachia, 
established therein princes, acknowledging the Divan 
as their head, with the privilege, however, of not re- 
ceiving Ottoman troops. In 1536, Soliman J. after 
conquering Moldavia, granted it the same privileges. 
Latterly, these privileges were modified, extended 
and placed under the safe-guard of Russia. In 1774, 
Mustapha III. wished to erect the Morea into a prin- 
cipality; unfortunately he died the same year, and 
the design was abandoned. It will be objected, per- 
haps, that the porte has always been decidedly averse 
to foreign intervention in the course of the last ne- 
gociations. The annals of anterior times, however, 
furnish examples of foreign intervention admitted hy 
the Divan. In 1774, at the peace of Kamardgi; in 
1779 and 1802 also the intervention of Russia and 
Prussia was allowed. 


It is the belief of Russia, that the Greeks cannot 
reasonably carry their hopes any farther. They 
would enjoy a perfect unrestrained freedom of trade, 
and have their own flag. The Greek patriarch, who 
should continue to reside at Constantineple, would 
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be, in a manner, a representative of the Greecian na-| be requested to enter upon, and prosecute, from time 
tion. The Turks should still garrison some fortresses,| to time, such negociations with the several mari- 
with a line drawn, however, beyond which they| time powers of Europe and America, as he may deerr 
might not pass. There would be besides neither) expedient for the effectual abolition of the African 
pacha nor governor, but each of the principalities| slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation, as piracy, 
would pay tribute proportioned to its wealth andj under the law of nations, by the consent of the civi- 
extent—the regulations relative to the internal or-| lized world. 
ganization would form the object of asecond negocia-| Passed in the affirmative—Yeas, 131, Nays, 9. 
tion between the contracting powers. The porte — 
would find a certain advantage in a negociation. A House OF REPRESENTATIVES, January 27th, 1824. 
further campaign will, in all probability, be as little} Resolved, That the president of the U. States be re- 
favorable to Turkey as the preceding; while the pro-} quested to communicate to this house such part as he 
posed arrangement will insure to her peace and tran-| may not deem it inexpedient to divulge, of any corres- 
quility, and regular revenues from the tribute of the| pondence or negociation which he may have institut- 
several principalities—Her repose has been ever dis-| ed with any foreign government, since the 28th Feb- 
turbed by revolts among the pachas, who besides ap-| ruary last, in compliance witha request contained in 
sco to their own use tlie treasure they wrested | a resolution of the house of representatives of that 
rom the people. Of those revolts and insurrections | date, relative tothe denunciation of the African slave 
of ambitious or rapacious pachas, the adoption of this} trade as piracy. 
measure would relieve her. Mahomet, 11. allowed 
the isles to be simply tributary. This same modc 
of accommodation, induced between the porte and 
Greece, would give the allied powers the advantage ; . ! 
of securing the enfranchisement of Greece, without house of representatives, of the 27th January last, in re- 
deviating from the principles that form the basis of| _ ‘ation to the suppression of the African stave trade. 
their policy, and without apparently wishing to favor | To the house of representatives: ; 
prospects of absolute independence. e i transmit, herewith, to the house of represents- 
Russia, therefore, proposes, ist. To approve of the | tives, a report from the secretary of state, with th 
suggestions expressed in this memorial; 2d, To agree | P@Ppers therein referred to, in compliance with a re- 
that analogous instructions be addressed to the am-| S0lution of that house, of 27th January last. 
bassadors and allied ministers at Constantinople; 3d,}  Vashington, 19/4 March, 1824. ; ea 
To leave to those ministers al} necessary latitude; JAMES MONROE. 
Ath, To agree that all the parts of this plan for paci- — 
fication, proposed by the alliance, be communicated Dera nruewe oF stare 
by them successiveiy; 5th, To inform the ministers, | ~ tee ek ae Sth vans 1824 
that, in persuading the porte to adopt the principle of | a i Tare 
‘an intervention or mediation, they will conform to the 
views of the allies? That it is necessary to impress 
be tg the porte, that the ESO Oe Se snrve principali- municate to that house such part, as he may not deem 
ies, would diminish the collective strength of Greece, | inexpedient to divulge, of any correspondence, or ne- 
_ restiee head rie ao ere he gociation, which he may have instituted with any 
“i Bag ih the ainmaies > dhs tated t & aniad f, ? | foreign government, since the 28th of February, 1525 
Sas eect do Cetebs. OF Hie Most UDPOrtant taMl-) in compliance with a request contained in a resolu 


Message from the president of the United States, trans- 
mitting the information required bu a resolution of the 








The secretary of state, to whom has been referre: 
a resolution of the house of representatives, of the 
27th January last, requesting the president to com- 





| oo of the same reag? of nat date, _— to th 
a Hae . ,, ., | denunciation of the African slave trade as piracy, 
Translated for the Evening Post from the Paris Consti-| ho. the honor to submit to the president sores of 
tuttonel, of 21st May. _ | the correspondence requested. 
BREMEN, May 15. JOHN QUENCY ADAMS. 
(PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE.) 
You have already often entertained your readers | o~ 
with the rumors of proposed arrangements between | , LIST OF PAPERS SENT. ae 
Turkey and Greece, brought about by Russia. Your | Mr. Canning to Mr. Adams, 29thJanuary, 1$20 
information was indeed, exact enough, but to give you | Mr. Adams to Mr. Canning, 3ist March, 1820 


a 


io— 


a better chance of appreciating the proposals of Rus-| 3. Mr. Canning to Mr. Adams, Sth April, 1823 
*. “= . . f © c C ? 
sia, I send you the text of one of her diplomatic notes;| 4 Mr. Adams to Mr. Canning, 24th June, 1823 
an official extract from the memorial of the cabinet| >. Mr. Adams to Mr. Nelson, (extract) 28th April, 
of St Petersburg, on the pacification of Greece, sent) !529- 
Sane Ghhe , ) | 6. Mr. Adams to Mr, Rodney, (extract) 17th May 
abroad during the present year, 1824. I shall send) val. 2 Mr, J, (exact) siti Na), 
. “+ ‘a e790 
you also, as soon as possible, the answers to this | 1823. ; i dle 
note of the courts of Austria and England, who, as i: Mr. Adams to Mr. Anderson, (extract) 27th May, 
' woe 


you may readily believe, are by no means willing to, 18 
admit the utility or necessity for any other pewer | 
than Russia to found new and separate principalities; | 
which course also would prevent Greece from ever be-t¢ 


8. Mr. Adams to Mr. Rush, with one enclosure; 
convention slave trade, (extract) 24th June, 1$23. 

6. Mr. Adams, to Mr. Middleton, (copy) 28th July, 
1823. 


without requiring the protection of Russia and from! 10. Mr. Adams to Mr. Everett, (copy) 8th Augus, 


forming with her detached provinces one combined, 1823, ; : 
and independent nation, thus realizing the ancient 11. Mr. Adams, to gen. Dearbon, (extract) 14% 
designs of Russia on the east. | August, 1528. 
. 12. Mr. Rush to Mr. Adams, (extracts) 9th Octo- 
ae ber, 1823. 

‘ ° ms 13. Mr. Sheldon, to Mr. Adams, (extracts) 16t) 
Suppression of the Slave Trade. | october, 1523.” f 
NEGOCIATIONS FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRICAN 14. Mr. Sheldon to Mr. Adams, with two enclo- 

SLAVE TRADE. sures; correspondence with viscount Chateaubriand, 
Tiousr OF REPRESENTATIVES, February, 28th, 1823. } (extracts) 5th November, 1823. 
Jicsolved, That the president of the United States] 15. Mr. Everet{ to Mr. Adams, with two encl 
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<yres; correspondence with Baron Negell, (extracts) | to you at successive periods, either through me or by 
% ajith November, 1823. means of the American envoy in London. You wil! 
I~ i — readily call to mind, sir, that, in the course of last 
nt Mr. Canning io Mr. Adams. summer, J apprized you of the intention of his ma- 
he Wasnincton, Junuary 29, 1623. | jesty’s ministers to press for an early reconsideration 
> Sin: Tothe complete abolition of the African slave | of the subject, submitting whether it might not prove 
r. ade, Great Britain, as you are well aware, has long | agreeable to the American cabinet to anticipate that 

jevoted her anxious and unresnitting exertions; she | intended recurrence to iton the part of Great Britain, 

availed herself, during the war, of her belligerant | by some eflicient proposal, originating with itself. I 

vjghts, and extended dominion in the colonies, to put took occasion, in repeated conversations, to urge 

Jown the inhuman traflic; in peace, she has spared no | anew those various arguments which support and 
E~ labor, and shrunk trom no sacrifice, to supply, by a justify the opinion of his majesty ’s government; and 
o seneral co-operation of the maritime powers, what-/] also placed in your hands the official papers, then 
-” syer has been withdrawn from her peculiar control recently printed by order of parliament, in further 
{- 


1 yy the cessation of hostilities, and the colonial ar-| evidence of the extent to which the traffic in human 
b- ruugements consequent on that event. Itis a matter) beings was still carried on from Africa, under cir- 





he of deep regret to his majesty’s government, that the / cumstances of aggravated cruelty. In declaring, as on 
at vesult of their exertions is far from corresponding | former occasions, the readiness of his majesty’s mi-~ 
vO either to the cause which demands, or to the zeal | nistersto examine, with respect and candor, whatever 
which sustains them. The pest, whieh they have | scheme of concert, if any, the American cabinet 
jedged themselves to destroy, if it be in human | might think proper to bring forward, as a substitute 
sa power to destroy it, not only survives, to the disgrace for theirs, you will remember how strongly I express 
he and atiietion of the age, but seems to acquire a fresh | ed my belief that the only effectual measures devised, 
te capacity for existence with every endeavor for its de-| or likely to be devised, was a mutual concession of 
struction. the right of search. In the exercise of that right, 
To whatever fatality it may be owing, that, while | under such guards, and with such limitations, as may 
b. the obligation of adopting and enforcing measures | serve to tranquilize the most apprehensive and scru- 
mw for the extermination of the slave trade, is solemnly | pulous minds, it is still conceived that the best and 
ai, acknowledged by the civilized world, this great ob- | only cure for this intolerable mischief, is to be found. 
ect seems rather to elude the grasp than to approach | You assured me, at a subsequent conference, that 
its consummation. Great Britain perceives, in the | my representations had been duly submitted to the 
pxstponement of her hopes, however mortiiving for |president. I wish it were in my power to add, that 
B ie moment, no reason either to relax from her ef- | the cause, which I pleaded, had prevailed. 
forts, or to abandon the expectation of final success. from the printed documents which I had the honor 
impelled, by the noblest motives, to persevere in the | of communicating to you, it appears that the French 
. equse of abolition, and mindful by what slow labori- | flag is more particulariy employed to cover the illicit 
“es ous steps the present point has been attained, she! trade on the coast of Africa. It would, perhaps, be 
the locks forward, through surrounding obstacles, to that | unfair to conclude, that French property and French 
nis triumphant accomplishment ol her prrpose, the be- | subjects are concerned to the full proportion in 
em vefit and glory of which will only be rendered more | which the colours of that nation are used; but it is 
ne- iznal by the difficulties attendant ou i's progress. | manifest that both are engaged in this commerce of 
inv in calling on Europe and America t join with them) blood, toan extent which reflects discredit, if not on 
23. inthe discharge of this sacred duty, lus majesty and | the motives of the French administration, at least on 
ly lis ministers have appealed, sir, with the more con- | the efficency of its measures; and makes it impera- 
thi Biilence, to your government, as the United States | tive on those govérnments which are pledged to each 
cy. have long proclaimed their decided hostility to the | other for the suppression of the slave trade, to de- 
: oO} tslave trade, and are surpassed by no country in the | clare their reprobation of what is, at best, a culpa- 
‘igor of their legislative enactments for its repres- | ble remissness, and to omit nothing that may rouse 
von. The identity of principle, existiug on this sud-, the Freach cabinet to a more active exercise of its 
eet. between the two governments, Is sistinctly re- | authority. 
orded in the treaty of peace, and, in answer to every _ twas a part of my instructions to bring this point 
_ proposal whieh has since, by his majesty’s command, | under vour immediate consideration, and to intimate 
one vcen addressed to your cabinet, for redeeming tnat! that the re:onstrance of his majesty’s ambassador at 
“i Diedve, by a broad and effectual application ef the | Paris might be attended with more etiect, if the Ame- 
ae principle, a fresh assurance has been given of the | rican envey at that court were directed to concur 
ete ‘neeasing interest with which the United States con-| with his exeeilency in a joint representation on the 
Mite to promote the cause of abolition. ‘When to!subject. It would be idle at*present to repeat the 
fay “us aecord, in principle and sentiment, is added the larguments a iduced in executing thisinstruction. The 
a). onvtction ayowed by both parties, that, in spiie of} answer which you returned, in the name of the pre- 
; ¢ il treaties, the accursed traffic still thrives) sident, was unfavorable to the step I had suggested; 
fay, , the eyes ef anindignant world, it would seem jand such was the result whieh it became my duty to 
—_ i osibie that the two powers should be long pre-! announce to his majesty’s secretary of state. But 
my Vv | from coneerting a joint system of measures! no doubt was started with re spect to the grounds on 
i st the common object of their abhorrence anc | which my application rested; and, of those notorious 
. roseription. Whatever circumstances, views, | facts, to which 1 referred, as calling for a joint and 
_— so pressions, may have hitherto defeated this ex- impressive appeal to the good faith and good feelings 
ee : ion, his majesty’s ministers are still unwilling | of the French governmcut, you seemed io be equally 
14th a pair of finding the United States at length pre- convinced with myself. : 
. ye - either to close with the system of concert al- | The re asons,findced, which you alleged for cdeclin- 
etn : . offered to their acceptance, or to suggest a plan | ing, at that time, to comply witha proposal no less 
s  i4al efficiency inits place. The alternative em-| simple in its nature than useful in its object, | unde- 
16th os a duty, for the performance of which both | stood to be rather ol a temporary character: and, 
» ~ntties are responsible before God and man. | under this impression, ITcannot but hope, that the 
4 le obs ’ , : ' ae " 
\clo- Doane ste this duty, and a reliance, by no} period is now arrived when they will no longer be 
and. 4 ’ pack linguished, en the seneral disposition of the found to stand in opposition to the great considera- 
— | te fed States. have prompted the several communi- | tioys involved in this question. 
= : “ons On thig question, which have been addresse In repeating, therefore, the invitation which Ihave 
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already had the honor to convey to you on the part 
of his majesty’s government, it only remains for me 
to request an early communication of the intentions 
at present entertained on this head by the government 
of the United States. 

I beg, sir, that you will accept the assurance of my 
distinguished consideration. 

STRATFORD CANNING. 
To the Hon. Joun Quincy Apams, 
Secretary of State, &c. 


Mr. .ldams to Mr. Canning. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 31, 1823. 
Sir: Your letter of the 29th of January was, im- 
mediately after being received, submitted to the con- 
sideration of the president of the United States. The 
delay which has hitherto procrastinated a reply to it, 
has been occasioned, not by any abatement of the in- 
tcrest, on the part of the government of the United 
States, with which it regards every effort and propo-} 
sal for the full and final suppression of the African 
slave trade; nor by any hesitation with regard to the 
decision which had already been formed and declared 


respecting the proposal of submitting the vessels and} 


citizens of the United States to the search of foreign 
officers upon the high seas; but by an expectation that 
measures contemplated by the national house of re- 
presentatives, might, before the close of the session of 
congress, indicate to the executive government of this 
country, views upon which it would be enabled to 
substitute a proposal for accomplishing a total abo- 
lition of the traffic, more effectual to its purpose, and 
less liable to objections, on other accounts, than that, 
to which the United States cannot be reconciled, of 
granting the right of search. These measures were 
matured in the branchj of the Jegislature where they 
originated, only at the very termination of the ses- 
sion; and the senate had not the opportunity of pro- 
nouncing its opinion uponthem. There is, however, 
no doubt on the mind of the president, that they 
would have obtained their sanction; and he has, 
therefore, no hesitation in acting, so far, upon the 
expressed and almost unanimous sense of the house, 
as to declare the willingness of this union to join with 
other nations in the common engagement to pursue 
and to punish those who shall continue to practice 
this crime, soreprobated by the just and humane of 
every country, as enemies of the human race, and to 
fix them, irrevocably, in the class, and under the 
denomination, of pirates. 

I have the honor of enclosing herewith, a copy of 
the 4th and Sth sections of a law of the United States, 
passed on the 15th May, 1820; by which it will be 
seen, that any citizen of the United States, being of 
the crew or ship’s company of any foreign ship or 
vessel engaged in the sjave trade, or any person 
whatever, being of the crew or ship’s company of any 
ship or vessel, owned in the whole or part, or navi- 


a, 
=> 


Ps 
Great Britain herself has, hitherto, no provision o¢ 
equal severity in the pursuit of her subjects, even yp. 
der the shelter of foreign banners, and the covert of 
simulated papers and property. 
I am directed by the president of the United States 
to propose, on their part, the adoption, by Great 
Britain, of the principle of this act; and to offer a my. 
tual stipulation to annex the penalties of piracy to the 
offence of participating in the slave trade, by the 
citizens or subjects of the respective parties. “T)jc 
proposal is made as a substitute for that of concediny 
a mutual right of search, and of atrial by mixed coy, 
missions, which would be rendered useless by it, 
Should it meet the approbation of your government. jt 
may be separately urged upon the adoption of France 
and upon the other maritime powers of Europe, jy 
the manner most conducive to its ultimate success. 
I have the honor of tendering to you the reneweg 
assurance of my distinguished consideration. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
The Right Hon. Srratrorp Canning, 
Envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from Great Britain. 
Mr. Canning to Mr. Adams. 

WaAsuHINGTON, -4pril 8th, 1825. 

Sir: I have received your official letter, dated the 
3ist ultimo, in answer to that which I had the honor 
of addressing to you on the 29th of January; and, to- 
gether with it, a transeript of the 4th and Sth sections 
of an act of congress, approved the 15th of May. 
1820. 

From this communication, I learn that the go- 
vernment of the United States is willing to join with 
other powers in declaring slave trade piracy, under 
the law of nations, and treating the perpetrators oi 
this crime as enemies of the human race; that the 
American government is further prepared to enter 
into a formal engagement with Great Britain, to the 
effect of carrying the principle just specified into in- 
mediate operation, reciprocally, as to their respec- 
tive subjects or citizens; and, finally, that, as soon 
as this proposal shall be accepted by the British g- 
vernment, the United States will be ready to concur 
in pressing its adoption on the court of France, and 
other maritime powers, in such manner as may ailor 
the fairest prospect of success. 

In whatever degree his majesty’s government my 
be disposed to receive this offer, as an acknowledy 
ment that measures more efficient than any bo¥ 
generally in force, are indispensable for the suppres 
sion of the slave trade, it is not difficult to foresee, 
that fresh sentiments of regret will be excited, by We 
unfavorable view which the American adminis 
tion continues to take of the principal measure sur 
gested on the partof hismajesty. That measure, yo 
are well aware, sir, is a mutual limitted concessi% 
of the right of search; and aJthough, as I have {It 
quently stated, his majesty’s government, in adopt 





gated for, or in behalf of, any citizen or citizens of the 
U. States, participating in the slave trade, is declared 
to have incurred the penalties of piracy, and made lia- 
ble toatone for the crime with his life. The legisla- 
tion of a single nation can go no further, to mark its 
abhorence of this traffic, or to deter the people sub- 
ject to itslaws from contamination, by the practice 
of others. 

If the inference in your letter of the 29th of Jan- 


it by treaty with several of the maritime powers, aud 
| in recommending it with earnestness to the acce)* 
| ance of others, particularly of the United States, lia'? 
| never opposed the consideration of any other plat, 
| brought forward, as equally effective; yet, havils 
from the first, regarded it in conscience as the 00? 
| true and practical cure for the evil. in question, 

are naturally anxious, from a deep sense of duty.” 
| place it in its proper light, and to guard it, as 1! a8 


uary, from the documents to which it refers, be cor-, possible, from prejudice or misconception. |, there 


rect, that the French flagis more particularly employ- 
ed to cover the illicit trade on the coast of Atrica; and 


' fore, deem it of importance, on this occasion, to 0% 
,; into one point of view, the several limitations ul" 


the conjecture likewise suggested in it, that this flag) which it is conceived, that the right of search wz" 
is used to cover the property and the persons of indi-| be so exercised, as to clear it of every imagine 
| 


viduals bound to other allegiauces, be well founded, 


difficulty. To give the intended limitations 


this statute makes every citizen of the United States, | just value, it is requisite to bear in mind the partict 
eoncerned in such covered traffic, liable, if detected | lar objections which have been urged against the” 


:@ it, to suffer an ignominious death. The code of 


. . . +h “ 
terchange of aright of search; and for these, in 
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¢,]] extent, I can hardly be wrong in referring to your | quarter, had really effected a total. disuse of the 
nrevious correspondence, since the last communica-| American flag in slave trading, the right of search 
‘ion which I have received from you on this subject, | would still be most desirable, in order to secure and 
though it describes the impressions of the American | extend so important an advantage. As an example, 
vovernment as remaining unaltered, does not exhibit | indeed, to other powers, particularly to France, 
any argument in support of their opinion. whose subjects, encouraged by the loose and equivo- 

in answer to that class of objections which relate | cal measures of their government, are convicted, by 
to the mixed commissions established by treaty, be-| a mass of evidence too strong to be resisted, of being 
tween his majesty and the courts of Lisbon, Brussels | concerned, to a deplorable degree, in this atrocious 
and Madrid, it may suffice to remind you of the inti- | commerce, the concurrence of the United States in a 
mation conveyed through Mr. Rush, in the early part | system, of which the very first result is to augment 
of last year, which | had subsequently the honor of! considerably the means of bringing offenders to 
confirming at the department of state. It might be | justice, can hardly be rated attoo high a value. The 
expected, that any arrangement for the adjudication | example which they are called upon to give, is not 
of vessels engaged in the slave trade, independent of | merely due to the claims of humanity; Great Britain 
those tribunals, would either leave the detained ves- | and the United States are not only pledged to put 
sels to be disposed of in the ordinary way, by the sen- | down the slave trade, within the limits of their im- 
tence of a court of admiralty in the country of the} mediate jurisdiction; they are also bound, by solemn 
captor, or place them under the jurisdiction of a | obligations, to employ their utmost endeavors for its 
similar court in the country to which they belonged. | complete and universal extermination. They have 
On the former supposition, it is not to be anticipated, | both succeeded in their great and benevolent object, 
that the United States could hesitate to admit the ju-/| so far as the rigor of legislative enactments is capable 
risdietion of a foreign court of admiralty, when sane- | of counteracting the temptation of enormous profit, 
tioned by mutual agreement, over the persons, and 'which stimulates the unprincipled avarice of the 

| 





~—_— 


property of citizens, abandoned to a pursuit. so fla-| slave merchant. It is the facility of escaping detec- 
erantly iniquitous, as to be classed by the legislature | tion, and not any want of severity in the punishment 
of their country with crimes of the most heinous de- | attached to a violation of their laws, which, es far as 
scription; and which the American government hasj they are concerned, requires a more decisive remedy; 
diclared its willingness to treat as piracy, under the’ and, aremedy adequate to the evil, can only be found 
law of all nations. Great Britain, for her part, de-|in such measures as will strip the illicit trader of 
sires no other than that of any of her subjects, who so | every disguise, and throw the chances entirely on the 
| 
' 


——- —- 


far defy the laws, and dishonor the character of their | side of failure in his inhuman speculations. In the 
country, as to engage in a trade of blood, proscribea | case of search, at sea, the means unavoidably em- 
not more by the acts of the legislature, than by the! ployed in the commission of this crime are fortunate- 
national feeling, should be detected and brought to| ly, it may be said providentially, of sucha nature, as 
justice, even by foreign hands, and from under the | in general to furnish a plain substantial body of proof, 
protection of her flag. In either of the supposed | for the conviction of the criminal. 
cases, it is clear that all impediments connected with| For the satisfaction of those who seriously appre- 
the forms of proceeding, and peculiar construction of | hend that the friendly relations subsisting between 
the mixed commissions, would be completely avoid-! the two countries would be endangered by the admis- 
ed; and, with respect to any embarrassment attend- | sion of a practice which, in their opinion, must ne- 
ing the disposal of condemned vessels and liberated | cessarily produce a vexatious exercise of authority 
slaves, it has already been suggested by a committee | on the part of the searching officer, and frequent com- 
of the house of representatives, that the provisions of; plaints on that of the merchant, whose vessel is sub- 
the act of congress, passed the 3d of March, 1819, jected to search, with the supposed aggravation of an 
might be applied to them without difficulty or incon- , unequal pressure on one of the contracting parties, his 
venience. |majesty’s government would doubtless, agree to con~ 
The question being thus relieved from all connex-/ fine the right of visit toa fixed number of cruisers on 
ion with the mixed commissions, every constitutional each side; restricted, in the performance of this du- 
objection arising out of their alleged incompatibili- | ty, tocertain specified parts of the ocean, and acting 
ty with the institutions of the United States, is at once | under reguiations, prepared by mutual consent, for 
The remaining ob-, the purpose of preventing abuses. To these impor- 
‘tacles may be reduced under the following heads: | tant limitations, if not deemed sufficient, others might 
the unpopularity of the right of search in this coun- | easily be added; the arrangement, for example, 
try; its tendency, if mutually employed, to produce | might be temporary; adopted, in the first instance, 
an unfriendly collision between the two nations; and} for a short period, and only to be continued in the 
@ certain supposed inequality, which would attend | event of its being found, on trial, to operate in a 
ii8 exercise. satisfactory manner. With this understanding, a 
With respect to any doubt of its utility, created by | speedy termination would, at least, be insured, to 
4 persuasion that very few vessels, under American | any objectionable result attending its operation; and, 
colors, have been discovered, for some time past, on | for the sake of interests as dear to humanity, an ex- 
the coast of Africa, it requires but little reflection to | periment, of which the advantage, as to its main ob- 
prove, that no conclusive inference can be drawn | ject, is certain and complete, the inconvenience, 
from that circumstance. Not to dwell upon the ex- | contingent and momentary, might surely be reconcil- 
tentand nature of the slave coast, peculiarly favora- | ed with a due regard to considerations exclusively 
dle to the concealment of trading vessels, it must be | national. 
remembered that the United States have muintained, Supposing that inconvenience should be found, in 
at no time, a greater number of cruisers than two, | practice, to press unequally on either of the two par- 
‘arely more than one, and latterly, during several | ties, Great Britain, and not the United States, is most 
months together, no ship of war, whatever, on the | likely to have cause of complaint, inasmueh as the 
\frican station. As late asthe 14thof January, 1822, | greater extent of her trade, especially on the coast 
it was stated officially, by the governor of Sierra | of Africa, must naturally expose her;in a greater de- 
Leone, “that the fine rivers Nunez and Pongas, were | gree, to any injurious consequences of the agree- 
entirely under the control ofrenegado European and! ment. Great Britain, however, is less disposed to 
American slave traders.” shrink from any sacrifice, by which she can materi- 
But, if it were even manifest, that the active and} ally advance the sacred cause of abolition, than to 
wdicious exertions of your naval officers, im thati lament, and, (f possible, to dispel those mistakeg 
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notions, and unfounded jealousies, which deprive her 
exertions of their full effect, and serve, but too suc- 
cessfully, to protract the existence of a mischief, 
which all unite in deploring. In point of principie, 
the honor of neither flag would be tarnished, by hav- 
ing its protection withdrawn, for a season, from those 
who perpetrate the atrocities of the slave trade; and, 
permit me, sir, to add, that what Great Britain is 
ready to allow, in a matter so vital to her pride and 
to her power, may surely be allowed, reciprocally, 
by any other nation, however scrupulous in the main- 
tenance of its maritime independence. 

That an agreement between our respective cabi- 
nets, founded on a mutual right of search, thus guard- 
ed and explained, would fail to obtain the consent of 


the American senate, or that a nation so inquiring 


and enlightened as the United States, would con-' 


found the proposed measures with that practice, 
which afforded matter of painful contention during 
the last wars of Enrope, is what | am extremely nun 
willing to anticipate. The two objects are, in fact, 
so totally distinct from each other, in principle, pur- 
pose and mode of execution, that the proposal of the 
British government need only be presented to the ex- 
amination, I will not say of a select and experienced 
assembly, but of the people at large, in order to be 
seen inits true bearings. 

So far is the British proposal from tending to com- 
mit the American government on the long disputed 
question of the belligerant right of search, that, if it 
may be supposed to touch that question at all, it ap- 
pears rather to operate in the sense of the United 


“States, than unfavorably for their view of the sub- 


ject. 
: The officers entrusted on either side with the duty 
of examining suspected vessels, would necessarily 
act under instructions calculated to ensure a perfect 
harmony between the principle and the application 
of this conceded right; nor is it fo be feared that 
they would presume, in any case, to extend the visit 
thus authorized at sea, beyond the particular and 
specified object to which it is meant to be confined. 
{ have the honor to request, sir, that you wili again 
accept the assurance of my highest consideraticn. 
STRATFORD CANNING. 
Hon. J. Q. Apams, Sec. state, &c. 
Mr. Adams to Mr. Canning. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 24th June, 1823. 
Sin: In the letter which I had the honor of ad- 
dressing you, on the 3ist of March last, a proposal 
was made, to be submitted tothe censideration of 


your government, that te principle assumed in an act 


of the congress of the United States, of 15th May, 
1820, of considering and punishing the African slave 
trade as piracy, should be adopted as the basis of a 
stipulation, by treaty, between the United States and 
Great Britain; and to be urged separately upon the 
adoption of France, and upon the other maritime na- 
tions of Europe, in the manner most conducive to its 
ultimate success. It was observed that th's offer 
was presented as a substitute for that of conceding 
a mutual right of search, and a trial by mixed com- 
missions, for which the United States could not be re- 
conciled, and which would be rendered useless by it. 

Your letter of the 8th of April, to which I have now 
the honor to reply, intimates that his majesty’s go- 
vernment will be disposed to receive this offer only 
as an acknowledgement that ineasures more efficient 
than any now generally in force, are indispensable 
for the suppression of the slave trade; and that, al- 


though they have never opposed the consideration of 


any other plan, brought forward as equally effective, 
yet, having, from the first, regarded a mutual limited 
goncession of the right of search, as the only true 


gad practical cure for the evil, their prevailing senti- 


——_—==-. 
ment will be of regret at the unfavorable view stit) 
taken of it by the government of the United State< 
Your letter, therefore, urges a re-consideration of 
‘the proposal for this mutual concession of the right of 
search, and by presenting important modifications o¢ 
the proposal heretofore made, removes some of the 
objections which had been taken to it, as insuperable 
while it offers argumentative answers to the others 
which had been disclosed in my previous communi- 
cations on this subject to you. 
| In the treaties of Great Britain with Spain, Porty- 
gal and the Netherlands, for the suppression of the 
slave trade, heretofore commubicated, with the inyi. 
tation to the United States to enter into similar ep- 
gagements, three principles were involved, to neithe; 
of which the government of the United States felt jt- 
self at liberty to accede. The first was the mutua! 
concession of the right of search and capture, in time 
of peace, over merchant vessels, on the coast of Af- 
rica. The second was, the exercise of that righ: 
even over vessels under convoy of the public officer: 
of their own nation; and the third was the trial o: 
the captured vessels by mixed commissions in colo- 
nial settlements, under no subordination to the ordi- 
nary judicial tribunals of the country, to which the 
party brought before them for trial should belong. 
In the course of the correspondence relating to those 
proposals, it has been suggested that a substitute fo: 
the trial by mixed commissions might be agreed to, 
and in your letter of the Sth of April, am expectation 
is authorized, that an arrangement for the adjudica- 
tion of the vessels detained, might leave them to be 
| disposed of in the ordinary way, by the sentence of a 
,court of admiralty in the country of the captor, o: 
place them under the jurisdiction of a similar court 
‘in the country to which they belonged; to the form- 
er alternative of which you anticipate the unhesitat- 
‘ing admission of the United States, in consideration 
, of the aggravated nature of the crime, as acknowledged 
by their laws, which would be thus submitted to a fo- 
reign jurisdiction. But it was precisely because the 
jurisdiction was foreign that the objection was taken 
to the trial by mixed commissions; and if it trans 
,cended the constitutional authority of the govern- 
iment of the United States, to subject the persons, 
|property andreputation of their citizens, to the deci- 
sions of a court partly composed of their own coun- 
‘trymen, it might seem needless to remark, that the 
constitutional objection could not diminish, in pro- 
portion as its cause shouid inerease, or that the pow- 


er incompetent to make American citizens amenable 


to a court consisting one-half of foreigners, should 
.be adequate to place their liberty, their fortune anc 
their fame at the disposal of tribunals entirely forcign 
I would further remark that the sentence of a court ©! 
admiralty, in the country of the captor, is not the or- 
dinary way by which the merchant vessels of one n2- 


lion, taken on the high seas, by the officers of ano- 


ther, are tried in time of peace. There is, in the or 
diary way, no right whatever existing, to take, tc 
search, or even to board them; and I take this oc 


casion to express the great satfsfaction with whic! 
‘we have seen this principle solemnly recognized by 


the recent decision of a British court of admiralty 
Nor is the aggregate of the crime for the trial of whic! 
a tribunal may be instituted, a cogent motive for a> 
senting to the principle of subjecting American cit! 


_zens, their'rights and interests, to the decision of fe- 


reign courts; for, alihough Great Britain, as you re 
mark, may be willing to abandon those of her sub 
jects who defy the laws and tarnish the character © 
their country, by participating in this trade, to thé 
dispensation of justice even by foreign hands, th 
United States are bound to remember that the powe: 


which enables a court to try the guilty, authorize- 


them also to pronounce upon the fate of the innocen! 
sand that the very question of evi/f or innocence 
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that which the protecting care of their constitution | 
tras reserved for the citizens of this union, to the ex- 
elusive decision of their own countrymen. This 
principle has not been departed from by the statute 
which has branded the slave trader with the name, 
and doomed him to the punishment of apirate. The 
distinction between piracy, by the law of nations, 
and piracy by statute, is well known and understood 
in Great Britain; and while the former subjects the 
transgressor guilty of it, to the jurisdiction of any 
and every country into which he may be brought, or | 
wherein he may be taken, the latte forms a part of 
‘he municipal criminal code ef the country where it: 
is enacted, but can betried only by itsowncourts. 
There remains the suggestion, that the slave trad-' 





ligerant, indeed, acquires, by war, the right of pre 
ventinga third party from administering to his enemy 
the direct and immediate materials of war; and, as 
incidental to this right, that of searching the mer- 
chant vessels of the neutral on the high seas, to find 
them. Even thus limited, it is an act of power which 
nothing but necessity can justify, inasmuch as it can- 
not be exercised but by carrying the evils of war into 
the abodes of peace, and by visiting the innocent with 
some of the penalties of guilt. Among the modern 
maritime nations, an usage has crept in, not founded 
upon the law of nature, never universally admitted, 
often successfully resisted, and against which all have 


occasionally borne testimony, by renouncing it in 


treaties, of extending this practice of search and sei- 


er, captured under the mutual concession of the Zure to all the property of the enemy in the vessel of 
power to make the capture, might be delivered over , the friend. This practice was, in its origin, evident- 
to the jurisdiction of his own country. This arrange-|ly an abusive and wrongful extension of the search 
ment would not be liable to the constitutional objec- | for contraband; efiected by the belligerant, because 


tion, which must ever apply to the jurisdiction of the | 
mixed commission, or of the admiralty courts of the 
captor; and if your note is to be understood as pre- 
senting in it the character of an alternative, to which 
your goverment is disposed to accede, | am authorized 
to say, that the president considers it as sufficient to 
remove the insuperable obstacle which had precluded 
the assent of the United States to the former propo- 
cals of your government, resulting from the charac- | 
ter and composition of the tribunals, to whom the | 
question of guilt or innocence was to be committed. 
The objections to the right of search, as incidents | 
to the right of detention and capture, are aiso, in a 
very considerable degree, removed by the introduc- 
tion of the principle that neither of them should be 
exercised, but under the responsibility of the captor 
to the tribunals of the captured party, in damages’ 
and costs. This guard against the abuses of a power | 
*o liable to abuse, would be indispensable; but, if, 
the provisions necessary for securing, effectually, its 


he was armed; submitted to by the neutral, because 


he was defenceless; and acquiesced in by his sove- 
reign, for the sake of preserving a remnant of peace, 
rather than become himselfa party to the war. 


Hav- 
ing thus, occasionally, been practised by all, as belli- 
gerants, and submitted to by all as neutrals, it has ac- 
acquired the force of an usage, which, at the occur- 
rence of every war, the belligerant may enforce or 
relinguish, and which the neutral may suffer or re- 
sist, at their respective options. 

This search for, and seizure of, the property of an 
enemy in the vessel of a friend, is a relict of the bar- 


_barous warfare of barbarous ages; the cruel, and, for 
the most part, now exploded system of private war. 


As it concerns the enemy himself, it is inconsistent 
with that mitigated usage of modern wars, which re- 
spects the private property of individuals on the land. 
As relates to the neutral, it is a violation of his natural 
right to pursue, unmolested, his peaceful commer- 
cial intercourse with his friend. Invidious as is its 


practical operation, would reduce the right itself to | character, in both these aspects, it has other essential 
power merely nominal, the stipulation of it in a trea- | characteristics, equally obnoxious. It is an uncon- 
ty would serve rather to mark the sacrifice of a great | troled exercise of authority, by a man in arms, over 
and precious principle, than to attain the end for, & man without defence; by an officer of one nation 
which it would be given up. ‘over the citizen of another; by a man intent upon 

In the objections heretofore disclosed to the con- | the annoyance of his enemy, responsible for the act 


eessions desired, of the mutual and qualified right of | of search, to no tribunal, and always prompted to ba- 


public feeling of this country, and of those to whom tral for the very clearness of his neutrality. It has, 


its interests are entrusted in the department of its go- 
vernment, the sanction of which is required for the 
ratification of treaties. The irritating tendency of) 


in short, all t.e features of unbridled power, stimu- 
lated by hostile and unsocial passions. 
I forbear to enlarge upon the further extension of 


the practise of search, and the inequalities of its pro-| this practice, by referring to injuries, which the Unit- 
bable operation, were slightly noticed, and have (ed States experienced, when neutral, in a case of vi- 
been contested in argument, or met by propositions | tal importance; because, in- digesting a plan for the 


of possible palliatives, or remedies for anticipated 
abuses, in your letter. But the source and founda-; 
tion of all these objections, was, in our former cor- | 
respondence, scarcely mentioned, and never discus- | 
sed. They consist in the nature of the right of, 
search, at sea, which, as recognized or tolerated by ! 
the usage of nations, is a right exclusively of war, | 
never exercised but by an outrage upon the rights of | 
peace. It is an act analogous to that of searching 
dwelling houses of individuals on the land. The! 
vessel of the navigator is his dwelling-house; and, like! 
that,in the sentiment of every people that cherishes | 
Le blessings of personal liberty and security, ought to | 
be a sanetuary inviolable to the hand of power, un- 
‘ess upon the most unequivocal public necessity, and 
under the most rigorous personal responsibility of the | 
sutrnder. Search at sea, as recognized by all mari- | 
‘ime nations, is confined to the single object of find- 
ug and taking contraband of war. By the law of 
ature, when two nations conflict together in war, 
: third: remaining neutral, retains all its rights of, 
ace and friendly intercourse witht both. Each bel-| 


; 
; 


attainment of an object, which both nations have 


equally at heart, it is desirable to avoid every topic 
which may excite painful sensations on either side. 
I have adverted to the interest in question, from ne- 
cessity, it being one which could not be lost sight of 
in the present discussion. 

Such being the view taken of the right of search, 
as recognized by the law of nations, and exercised 
by belligerant powers, it is due to candor to state, 
that my government has an insuperable objection te 
its extension by treaty, in any manner whatever, lest 
it might lead to consequences still more injurious to 
the United States, and especiaHy in the circumstance 
alluded to. That the proposed extension will operate, 
in time of peace, and derive its sanction from com- 
pact, present no inducements to its adoption. On the 
contrary, they form strong objections to itt Every 
extension of the right of search, on the principles of 
that right, is disapproved. if the freedom of the sea 
is abridged by compact for any new purpose, the ex- 
ample may lead to other changes, And if its opera 
tion is extended to a time of peace 


,as well as ef war., 
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a new system,will be commenced for the dominion 
of the sea, which may, eventuaily, especially by the 
abuses into which it may lead, confound all distine- 
tion of time and circumstances, of peace and of war, 
and of rights applicable to each state. 

The United States have, on great consideration, 
thought it most advisable to consider this trade as pi- 
racy, and to treatitassuch. They have thought that 
the trade itself might, with great propriety, be placed 
in that class of offences; and that, by placing it there, 
we should more effectually accomplish the great ob- 
ject of suppressing the trade, than by any other mea- 
sure which we could adopt. 

To this measure none of the objections which have 
been urged against the extension of the right of 
search, appear to be applicable. Piracy being an of- 
fence against the humane race, has its well known in- 
cidents of capture and punishment by death, by the 
people and tribunals of every country. By making 
this trade piratical, it is the nature of the erime which 
draws after it the necessary consequences of capture 
and punishment. The United States have done this, 
by an act of congress, in relation to themselves. They 
have, also, evinced their willingness, and expressed 
their desire, that the change should become general, 
by the consent of every other power, whereby it 
would be made the law of nations. Till then, they 

are bound, by the injunctions of their constitution, to 
execute it, so far as respects the punishment of their 
own citizens, by their owntribunals. They consider 
themselves, however, at liberty, until that consent is 


other powers, to insure a more complete effect to 
their respective acts; they placing themselves, seve- 
rally, on the same ground, by legislative provisions. 
It is in this spirit, and for this purpose, thatI have 
made to you the proposition under consideration. 
By making the slave trade piratical, and attaching 
to it the punishment as well as the odium, incident to 
that crime, it is believed, that much has been done by 
the United States to suppress it, in their vessels, and 
by their citizens. If your government would unite 
in this policy, it is not doubted that the happiest 
consequences would result from it. Theexample of 
Great Britain, in a manner so decisive, could not fail 
to attract the attention, and command the respect of 
all her European neighbors. Itis the opinion of the 
United States, that no measure, short of that propos- 
ed, will accomplish the object so much desired; and 
it is the earnest desire of my government, that the 
government of his Britannic majesty may co-operate 
in carrying it into effect. 
I pray you, sir, to accept the renewed assurances 
of my distinguished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

The Right Hon. Srratrorp Cannin, 

Envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from Great Britain. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Nelson dated 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, 28th April, 1823. 
‘<4 resolution of the house of representatives, at the 
last session of congress, requests the president to en- 
ter upon, and to prosecute, from time to time, such 
negociations with the several maritime powers of 
Europe and America, as he may deem expedient for 
the effectual abolition of the African slave trade, and 
its ultimate denunciation as piracy, under the law of 
nations by the consent of the civilized world. You 
will take an early opportunity to make known this 
disposition to the Spanish sovernment; communicat- 


ing to them copies of the fourth and fifth sections of 


the act of 3d March, 1819, which declares this traffic 


———, 


States; and you will express the willingness of ts 
American government to enter into negociations for 
the purpose of declaring it so, by the common con- 
sent of nations.” 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Rodney, dated 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 17th May, 1823. 
‘A resolution of the house of representatives, at 


the late session of congress, requests the president of 
the United States to enter upon, and prosecute. from 
time to time, such negociations, with the several ma- 
ritime powers of Europe and America, as he may 
deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the Afri- 
can slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation as pi- 
racy, under the law of nations, by the consent of the 
civilized world. 


In pursuance of the object proposed by this resolu- 
tion, you will communicate to the government oj 
Buenos Ayres, copies of the several acts of congress 
for the suppression of the slave trade, of the 20th of 


1819, (page 435); and of 15th May, 1820, (page 529); 
pointing their attention, particularly, to the fourth 
and fifth sections of the last, which subject to the pe- 
nalties of piracy every citizen of the United States, 
guilty of active participation in the African slave 
trade. The adoption of this principle, in the legisla- 
tive code of all the maritime nations, would, of itsel!, 
probably, suffice for the suppresssion of the trade. 
But, as it would yet not authorize the armed vessels of 
any one nation to capture those of another, engaged in 
the trade, a stipulation to that effect might be agreed 
to, by treaty, conditioned that the captor shall deliver 
over the captured party to the tribunals of his own 
country for trial: to which should be added, some 
guard of responsibility upon the capturing officer, to 
prevent the abusive exercise of his power.” 
Extract from the general instructions to Richard C. An- 
derson, appointed minister plenipotentiary to the repw- 
tie of Colombia, dated 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, May 27,1824. 

‘A resolution of the house of representatives, a! 
the late session of congress, requests the president 0! 
the United States to enter upon, and to prosecute, 
from time to time, such negociations with the several 
maritime powers of Europe and America, as he may 
deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the At 
rican slave trade, and its ultimate denunciation as p- 
racy, under the law of nations, by the consent of the 
civilized world. 

“In pursuance of this object, you will communicate 
to the Colombian government copies of the sever 
acts of our congress, for the suppression of the slave 
trade, of the 20th of April, 1818, (U. S. Laws, vol. 9. 
page 325), of 3d March, 1819, (page 435), and oi 
15th May, 1820, (page 529) pointing their attentio 
particularly to the 4th and 5th sections of the 1asi, 
which subject to the penalties of piracy every citizen 
of the Unitec States guilty of active participatio 
in the African slave trade. The adoption of th» 
principle in the legislative code of all the maritime 
nations, would, of itself, probably, suffice for the sup 
pression of the trade: but, as it would yet not authe 
rize the armed vessels of any one nation to captur 
those of another engaged in the trade, a stipulation 
that effect may be agreed to by the treaty, conditio™ 
ed that the captor shall deliver over the capture: 
party to the tribunals of his own country for trial," 
which should be added some guard of responsibil! 
upon the capturing officer, to prevent the abusive & 
ercise of his power.” 





piratical when pursued by citizens ef the United 


[ To be concluded in our next. | 
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